.ioML 


ou  I  Or\» 

LIBRARY  AND  ARCHIVES 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

NUV  0  4  t998 


z>o(n## 
>oaoca 
(n»-cox 
I  HOZ 

<oio-n 
•-•omiuz 
rzao^ox 
r3z*— < 
mm  ►- 
3)  coo 
oj>io 
muo 

HUO 
0)  «> 
HX  a 
►1  a 
(otn  1-4 
HHHOm 
zmooa 
am 
1  a 

Nioooo 

«Uh*>HC 
o  rxH 
u  m 
I 

u  oo 
O'  o  I 
ru  oiuu 

O  O'O'O 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Teams  needed  for  Puerto  Rico  rebuilding 


SAN  JUAN  (BP)  —  Southern  staffed  kitchens,  according  to 
Baptist  disaster  relief  feeding  Fred  Kinsey,  on-site  coordina- 
uruts  began  pulling  out  of  hur-  tor  for  the  Puerto  Rico  opera- 
ricane-raged  Puerto  Rico  Oct.  tion  and  volunteer  disaster 
21  as  efforts  shift  to  securing  relief  coordinator  for  Southern 
volunteer  teams  for  rebuilding  Baptists  in  Michigcm. 
eind  repairing  damaged  church-  Five  feeding  units  — 
es  ancf  homes.  involvii^  volunteers 

The  withdrawtil,  however,  is  from  "ftxas,  Georgia, 
f^  from  an  indicator  that  con-  North  Carolina,  Alabama, 
ditions  are  back  to  normal.  and  a  joint  team  from 
One  month  after  Hurricane  Indiana,  Missouri,  and 
Georges  blasted  through  the  Michigan  —  prepared  more 
island  on  its  deadly  path  across  than  88,000  meals  through 
the  Caribbean,  about  a  fourth  Oct.  20. 
of  the  population  is  still  with-  About  15  of  the  approxi- 
out  power  —  many  with  no  mately  70  Southern  %ptist 
relief  in  sight  for  several  churches  in  Puerto  Rico  suf- 
months.  fered  extensive  damage. 

Nine  thousand  refugees  re-  Calvary  Church  in  San  Juan, 
main  in  shelters.  for  instance,  lost  the  roof  from 

The  Federal  Emergency  tiie  second  floor  of  their  building 
Management  Agency  reports  —  the  living  quarters  for  pastor 
more  than  250,000  residents  Gilberto  Rurat  and  his  frunily. 
have^plifid  for  federal  disas-  Many  of  their  possessions 
ter  aflSBtance  due  to  Georges  in  were  ruined,  and  the  structure 
Puerto  Rico.  will  be  tom  down  and  rebuilt 

This  exceeds  the  previous  completely, 
record  of  185,600  apimcatimis  "f  have  moved  to  a  house 
taken  in  Florida  following  that  is  in  front  of  my  father,  and 
Hurricane  Andrew  in  1992.  tiie  church  is  paying  ti\e  rent," 
Southern  Baptist  feeding  Rufat  said,  adding  fliat  f^eral 
operations,  which  from  the  disaster  assistance  is  expected 
start  have  been  supplemental  to  help  with  the  loss. 
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Puerto  RIto 


Maiw  buildings  —  and 
most  of  those  damaged  —  are 
either  completely  wood-frame 
construction  or  have  wood- 

frame  roofs.  interested  in  participating  in 

No  major  injuries  were  long-term  rebimding  efforts  in 
reported  among  murch  mem-  Puerto  Rico  should  contact 
bers  anywhere  on  tiie  island,  Mickey  Caison,  disaster  relief 
according  to  Rafael  Rodri^ez,  coordmator  for  the  North 
a  Southern  Baptist  North  American  Mission  Eloard,  at 
American  Mission  Board  mis-  (770)  410-6442. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Laurel  native  Faye  Pearson  becomes  the  first  woman  ever  appointed  to 
an  overseas  admiiustrative  post  at  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board.  Pearson,  a  20-year  missionary  veteran,  was  appointed  associate  to 
the  board's  director  for  East  Asia. 


Preach  i 


Bethel  Church,  Copiah  Association,  celebrates  dedication  services  and 
holds  open  house  for  its  new  $50,000j)a6torium.  Pastor  Ricky  Kennedy 
moved  into  the  home  September  24.  The  church  held  a  stewaraship  pro¬ 
motion  toward  the  project,  and  the  home  was  completed  debt-free. 


NOBTS  SQllknew  hires 


Calvary  Church,  Greenwood,  presents  pastor  R.A.  TuUos  with  a  late 
mood  Plymouth  De  Luxe  automobile  as  a  gesture  of  the  love  and  aff^- 
tion  felt  for  him  and  his  family,  and  their  work  in  the  church.  Allen  Wood 
Motors  gave  the  church  a  special  price  and  tiuew  in  a  set  of  seat  covers. 


Letters  toAhe  editor 


It's  still  just  a  paint  job 


re  )fou  had  a  car,  b^re  you  had  a  house.  Perhaps  you're  won- 

tou  had  the  confidmce  to  march  boldly  dering  why  me  gambling- 
’  future,  you  had  a  job.  And  now,  so  ao  industrial  complex  m 
more  Mississippians,  thanks  to  an  eco-  Mississippi  has  all  of  a 
partnership  that's  working.  It's  given  sudden  oecome  so  dedd- 
more  people  than  any  government  pro-  edly  avuncular. 

I  the  history  of  our  state.  Why?  Because  Look  no  farther  than 
just  government.  It's  gaming.  the  initiative  effort 

designed  to  give 
rhaps  you  didn't  know  that  govern-  Mississippi  voters  —  all 
lent  and  gambling  are  ec^ually  Mississippi  voters,  not 
jsponsible  for  your  way  of  life  —  just  voters  in  eligible 
until  the  Mississippi  .Gaming  counties  —  the  opportuni- 
jtion  began  prying  open  jrour  eyes  ty  they  have  never  had  to 
with  television  commercials  con-  decide  whedier  they  want 
taining  the  script  cited  above.  gambling  in  the  state. 

The  Norman  Rockwell-like  visu-  "The  industry  is 
al  images  that  accompa^  the  script  spooked  by  the  initiative 
are  just  as  compelling,  tne  smiling  effort.  There  is  no  other 
young  couple  inspecting  a  vacant  way  to  describe  it," 
nouse  with  anticmation  written  all  wrote  Associated  Press 
over  their  faces,  (^ildren  gleefully  analyst  Jack  Elliott  Jr.  in  a 
frolicking  through  leaves  in  the  recent  commentary  dis- 
front  yard.  tributed  to  Mississippi 

Warm,  fuzzy  images  of  fulfilled  newspapers, 
people  who  wouldn't  be  so  fulfilled  "So  much  of  the  indus- 
if  gambling  had  not  taken  its  right-  try's  top  management  is 
ful  place  alongside  state  govern-  unfamiliar  with 

ment.  That's  right,  alongside  state  Mississippi's  political  and 

government.  Cfor  partner,  social  climates.  The  first 
lovemment  and  gambling  by  the  resptxMefo  the  initiative,  in 
people,  for  the  people.  some  g^rrwg  quarters,  was 
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Christians  and  the 
political  process 

By  Richard  White,  member 
Wynndale  Church,  Terry 


Baiitnt  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Bettye  Coward,  Clinton; 
Vickie  Ford,  Olive  Branch; 
Larry  Garner,  Jackson; 

Bill  Hardin,  Picayune; 

Gary  Richardson,  W^  Point; 
Ernest  Sadler,  Pascagoula; 
Debbie  Sills,  secretary. 


State  and  nation. 

Elections  are  a  time  for 
debate  and  decisions  on  the 
leaders  and  values  that  will 
guide  our  nation,  and  the  role 
of  Christiemity  in  public  life.  As  Many  are  unconvinced  that 
Christians  we  nero  to  examine  their  vote  changes  things, 
our  responsibilities  to:  The  result  is  elections  without 

♦  renter  and  vote.  full  participation,  campaigns 

♦  analyze  issues  and  assess  wifoout  substance,  and  winr>ers 

candidat^'  qualifications.  wifoout  clear  mandates. 

♦  join  with  others  in  advo-  I  report  these  concerns  not  to 

eating  important  values.  cast  blame,  but  to  encourage 

We  must  continue  this  tradi-  Christians.  John  Jay,  the  first 
tion  wifo  new  urgency  because  chief  justice  of  the  U.S.  Supreme 

Court,  said,  "Providence  has 
given  to  our  people  the  dhoice 
.  ^  OT  their  rulers  ana  it  is  the  duty 
ally  when  as  well  as  theprivilege  and 
;  interest  of  our  Christian  nation 
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the  political  life  of  our  nation 
may  be  losing  thednterest  and 
participation  of  ■  fo^ny 
Christians,  ironically  when 
imbelievers  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  are  embracing  democrat-  to  select  and  prefer  Christians 
k  values  and  strug^ing  to  par-  for  their  rulers."  .  _ 
tidpate  in  public  uie  by  being  I  gratefully  acknowledge  foe 
able  to  vote.  sacnfice,  hand  work,  and  com- 

Qiristians  offen  seem  preoc-  mitment  of  those  who  serve  our 
cupied  wifo  narrow  sefointer-  nation  and  communities.  1 
est  or  indifferoMafei^ublk  life^  deplore  increasing  public  cyni- 
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Annuity  Board  seeks  help  finding  retirees  in  need 

— TheAnnui^  m^ical  or  burial  insurance,  home  or  otiier  non-income  pro-  The  Adopt  An  Annuitan 
Board  or  die  Soudiem  Baptist  minor  household  or  auto  dudng  property  as  well  as  cash  program  is  supported  by  diiec 
Convention  (SBC)  is  astdng  repairs,  and  funeral  expenses.  value  me  insmance.  gifts  from  concerned  individu 

layp^sons,  active  pastors,  and  Expense  grants  usually  are 
association  directors  of  missicMis  paid  directly  to  the  provider, 
to  he^  locate  retired  ministers  or  but  may  be  paid  as  reamburse- 
dieir  widows  in  financial  need.  ment  to  '  *  * 

Anyone  with  knowledge  of  a  approved  expenditu^. 
possible  eligible  p>erson  ^ould  Trustees  of  the  Armuity 
write  Been  Bray,  manner  of  Board  establish  relief  guide- 
supplemental  assistance,  lines,  and  they 
Armuity  Board,  SBC,  P.O.  Box 
2190,  E/allas,  TX  75221;  or  call 
(800)  262-0511  ~ 

address  is  ibray@absbc.org. 

Expense  rebef  ^ants  may  be 
paid  toward  specified 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


,  receiving  supplemental  assis¬ 
tance  fix>m  die  Ixiard  receive  no 
le  recipient  for  regular  armuity  benefit  because 
i.  their  duirdies  never  enrolled  in 

die  Churdi  Armuity  Plan. 
Others  reached  retirement 
review  applica-  age  with  small  accumulations  in 
tions  three  times  each  year.  their  accounts  because  of  small 
General  guidelines  iiKlude  at  salaries,  small  contributions. 
The  e-mail  least  10  years  salaried  ministry  and  short-term  partic^tion. 

in  SBC  churches  or  mission  Anotiier  source  or  financial 
work  and  a  maximum  monthly  aid  to  retired  preachers  is  the 
,  expenses  income  of  $900  for  singles  and  board's  Adopt  An  Annuitant 

mcluding  utilities,  telephone  $1,200  for  married  coupes.  program  that  will  spend  over 
service,  pr^ription  dru^  and  Total  saving,  securities  or  $2  million  tiiis  year  m  $75  p>er 
medical  bills,  eyeglasses  «md  income-producing  assets  may  month  additions  to  low  bene- 
dental  expenses,  hearing  ciids,  not  excwd  $20,0Cw,  excluding  a  fits  of  nearly  3,000  retirees. 
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Ex.  Comm.,  full  board  meet  in  Jackson 


October  29, 1998 
VoL.  122 
No.  38 


By  Hm  Nicholas 

mBCB  Communications  Director 


designed  as  a  resource  for  churches,  associ-  completes 
ations,  and  MBCB  staff  in  utilizing  com-  dollar  am 
puter  information  systems  in  ministry-  rates  the ! 
related  areas.  This  pi 

Duties  will  include  preparation  of  demo-  rates  ovei 
^aphic  materials  for  oiurches  and  associa-  the  loan 
tions;  coordination  of  Internet  communica-  needs  itei 
tions  including  the  MBCB  Web  site;  eind  aid  Pn^am  1 
in  preparation  of  the  Annual  Church  Profile.  ine  b< 

Pe^es  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Marwick 
Mississippi  and  ecimed  a  master  of  reli-  approved 
gious  education  degree  from  Southwestern  church  ex 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth.  building  < 

On  Jan.  1,  Paul  Harrell  will  conclude  21  The  co 
\^rs  as  dir^or  of  the  MBCB  Brotherhood  since  1961 
Department  to  become  part-time  M^B  The  M 

partnership  ministries  coordinator.  mittee  re 

Harrell  replaces  Bill  Hardy,  who  is  board  $1C 
retiring  at  the  end  of  1998.  Hardy  said  he  acres  of 
plans  to  stay  involved  in  missions,  do  Caledonu 

some  writing  concerning  family  inter-  The  pa 

ests,  and  will  spend  more  time  with  his  mittee  als 
wife  and  grandchildren.  requests  f 

"PartnCTship  has  been  an  oirichine  and  requests  f 
rewarding  exrorieiKe  for  me,"  said  Hardy. 

He  said  ^t  Mississippi  Baptists'  mission 


The  executive  committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
(MBCB),  meeti^  in  Jackson  on  Oct.  20,  hon¬ 
ored  retired  M^B  executive  director-trea¬ 
surer  Bill  Causey  by  granting  him  emeritus 
status;  approved  transfers  of  two  board  staff 
members;  and  noted  the  upconung  retire¬ 
ment  of  cmother  staffer. 

In  honoring  Causey,  who  served  as  exec¬ 
utive  director-treasurer 
from  1989-98,  the  execu- 
five  committee  also  an-^^T 
nounced  intentions  to 
name  after  Causey  a  yet- 


to-be-built  multipurpose 
building  at  Cent^  HiUs 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko. 

A  third  honor 
bestowed  on  Causey  by 
the  executive  committee 
was  to  designate  in  his 
name  $40,000  of  a  previ- 
ously-announced 
$50,000  gift  to  the  Hong 
Kong  Baptist  University. 


The  money  will  be 
used  to  help  build  a  dor¬ 
mitory  room  in  a 
planned  dormitory 

building,  and  to  decorate 
two  rooms  in  the  existing 
guest  house. 

Causey's  name  will 
be  placed  on  the  doors  to 
the  three  rooms. 

The  remaining 

$10,000  will  go  toward 
an  endowment  to  be 
used  strictly  for  mission 
endeavors  m  China. 

Hong  Kong  Baptist 
University  plans  to  pair 
American  Baptist  stu¬ 
dents  as  roommates  with 
students  from  China  in 
efforts  to  provide  a 
gospel  witness. 

The  executive  com¬ 
mittee  approved  the 
Dec.  1  transfer  of  Wes 
Pegues,  a  five-year 
MBCB  consultant  in  the 
Disdple^p  and  Family 
Ministry  Department,  to 
the  new  position  of  min¬ 
istry  computer  consul¬ 
tant  in  the  MBCB  min- 
istw  office. 

The  position  is 


The  full  convention  board,  meeting- in 
Jackson  tm  Oct.  26,  approved  a  loan  agree¬ 
ment  with  Trustmark  National  Bank  for 
renovations  and  expansion  at  Gulfshore 
Assembly  in  Pass  Christian,  and  at  Centnd 
Hills  Retieat  near  Kosciusko. 

Tlie  loan  agreement  includes  borrowing 
up  to  three  million  dollars  the  first  year 
and  up  to  two  million  dollars  more  in  the 
second  year  for  the  construction  loan. 
Collateral  of  tiie  same  amount  will  be 
placed  in  a  certificate  of  deposit  (CD).  That 
money  comes  from  the  Board's  90-day  ca^ 
reserve. 

The  construction  loan  will  cost  one  per¬ 
cent  over  the  CD  rate.  The  permanent  loan, 
which  kicks  in  when  the  renovations  are 


Harrell 
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Miss,  pastors  evaluate  status  of  prea 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


and  east  to  west  in  our  state,  ranuinety  wants  to  communicate  Blythe  I  find  the  application 

Our  churches  are  occupied  by  God's  Vwrd  to  God's  people.  of  ttie  ancient  text  to  modem  life 
men  who  love  the  Lord,  love  to  weakest  point.  I  watch 

preach,  and  have  a  great  desire  BR:  What  it  the  weakest  point  Frank  Pollar<r  almost  every 

to  see  individuals  saved  and  in  today's  preaching?  Sunday  morning  and  he  does  a 

the  church  grow.  Futral:  1  tend  to  think  that  maste^  job  of  taking  his  con- 

Futral:  Overall,  1  the  weakest  part  in  modem  greration  from  the  first  century 

HHH^L  personally  have  been  preaching  has  to  do  with  com-  to  me  20tti  century  and  back 

blessed  and  encour-  municating  doctrine.  I  am  not  again.  Most  preachmg  I  hear  is 

aged  by  the  preaching  1  so  sure  that  it  is  the  fault  of  the  heavy  on  Bible  facts  and  light  on 

have  heard  mroughout  preachers,  but  may  have  a  lot  to  application.  The  preacher  who 

the  Convention.  I  think  do  with  the  worla  in  which  we  is  able  to  take  biblical  facts  and 

it  is  important  for  us  to  live,  a  world  that  desires  life's  apply  them  to  the  20th  century 

recognize  the  various  deepest  issues  to  be  conununi-  world  will  for  the  most  part 

dimensions  of  spiritual  cated  in  15  to  30  second  sound  have  a  satisfied  congregation. 
M  giftedness,  and  in  that  bites.  Just  the  mention  of  doctri- 

fight,  understand  that  nal  preaching  is  in  the  minds  of  BR:  What  is  the  strongest  point 
Blythe  does  not  many  people  a  synonym  for  of  today's  preaching? 

^  preach  the  same  w^,  extreme  boredom.  Dealing  with  Register:  The  strongest  point 

a  nor  should  they.  Of  the  truth  of  the  Word  of  God,  in-  may  be  our  passion,  hussissippi 
course,  I  have  not  depth,  requires  spending  time  Baptist  pastors  have  plenty  of 
heard  everyone  in  the  laying  a  foundation,  building  a  desire  to  preach.  We  want  to 
state  preach,  and  only  stmcture  of  imderstanding,  and  win  our  state  to  Jesus  even  if  we 
on  occasion  get  to  hear  adding  a  roof  of  significance  in  occasionally  open  our  mouth 
others  fill  me  pulpit,  daily  me.  Sometimes  it  cannot  before  engaging  our  brain, 
but  from  the  stand-  be  aone,  in  meaningful  fashion,  Blythe:  i  think  the  strongest 
point  of  preparation,  in  20  or  25  minutes.  point  is  the  e^lanation  of  the 

content,  and,  genuiness  Register:  The  weakest  point  biblical  text.  Two  things  have 

of  heart  in  presenting  is  probably  discipline.  For  aided  in  this  area.  The  advent 
Futral  fhe  message  of  Christ,  1  preaching  to  be  effective  a  pastor  of  seminary  extension  pro¬ 
think  that  our  preach-  must  discipline  himself  to  study  grams  and  the  availability  of 

aers  do  a  greatjob.  the  Bible  systematically,  ^ually  surolus  commentaries. 

Register:  Overall,  I  important  he  must  strive  to  Futral:  It  seems  to  me,  from 
think  the  quality  of  understand  the  people  who  will  what  I  hear  from  others,  that 
preaching  in  hear  his  message.  In  addition  to  there  is  a  good  and  positive 

Mississippi  Baptist  discipline,  I  think  balance  is  a  emphasis  on  what  might  be 
diurches  is  better  dian  weak  TOint.  Too  often  a  pastor  described  as  "relational"  preach- 
ever.  More  pastors  are  will  feed  his  congregation  a  ing.  It  is  Biblical  preaching  and  it 
taking  advantage  of  steady  diet  of  one  subject,  refetes  pqpple  to  real  life,  to  ea(i 
educational  cKjportuni-  Pastor's  have  been  callea  to  other,  and  to  a  Uvmg  experience 
ties.  There  is  a  nunger  to  share  the  whole  counsel  of  God  with  file  Lord.  It  is  practical  for 
»  .  j  proclaim  the  Gwpel.  and  not  merely  feed  from  the  Monday  morning  needs,  as  well 

^  Every  pastor  I  kiiow  table  of  favorite  selections.  as  Simday  mommg  holiness. 


Part  two  cf  a  series 

The  Baptist  Record  asked 
four  ministers  in  the 
state  to  respond  to 
series  of  questions  about 
preaching.  This  week, 
three  pastors  giye 
answers  to  questions 
about  the  state  of 
preaching  in  Mississippi 

They  are  Rickey 
Blythe,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Flora.  Jim 
Futral,  executive  direc¬ 
tor-treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  and 
Deain  Register,  pastor  of 
Temple  Church, 

Hattiesburg. 

Next  week,  all  four 
pastors  discuss  the 
resources 


IMB  to  double 
'99  summer 
missionaries 


they  find 
valuable  and  helpful  in 
preaching  today. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
need  more  than  twice  as  many 
college  students  to  fill  overseas 
summer  missions  assignments 
in  1 999  than  they  had  in  1 998. 

Although  more  than  700  stu¬ 
dents  participated  in  overseas 
summer  missions  assignments 
in  1998,  almost  5(X)  requests 
went  unfilled  that  year,  said 
Mike  Lopez,  who  directs  stu¬ 
dent  missions  recruitment  for 
the,  .Southern  Baptist 
Internatiqnai  Mission  Boara/^ 
Now,  overse*  missionaries 
have  requested  more  than 
1 ,500  college  students  for  1 999. 

To  apply  for  summer,  semes¬ 
ter  and  short-term  assignments, 
check  out  the  student  mobiliza¬ 
tion  Internet  site  at 
http/^vww.imb.org/students/  or 
call  l-800-789-GoYe(4693). 


BR:  How  do  you  evalu¬ 
ate  the  status  of  preaching 
in  today's  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches? 

Blythe:  I  think 

Mississippi  Baptists  are 
fortunate  to  have  some 
of  the  finest  preachers 
and  evangelists  to  be 
found  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  I 
know  preachers  from 
pbints  north  to  south 


Hemphill:  BF&M  reaction  due  to  poor  preaching 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  The  public  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  during  its  aimu-  notes,  "The  husband  and  wife  are  of  equal 
reaction  to  the  family  amendment  of  the  al  meeting  held  last  June  in  Salt  Lake  City,  worth  before  God,  since  botii  aie  oeated  in 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message  (BF&M)  and,  Hemphill  said  most  faculty  members  have  God's  image. ...  A  husband  is  to  love  his  wife 
now.  Southwestern  Sermnary's  require-  been  v^  receptive  to  signing  the  amended  as  Christ  loved  the  church.  ...A  is  to  sub- 
ment  for  faculty  to  sign  Ae  amended  state-  statement  but  that  two  or  ftuee  mi^t  not  sign  mit  herself  graciously  to  fiiie  servant  leader- 
ment  is  probably  an  mdication  of  a  feck  of  and  may  need  to  resign  because  the  fecu^  ship  of  her  husband  even  as  the  church  will- 
strong  biblical  preaching  in  the  United  policy  manual  indicates  they  should  do  so  if  in^y  submits  to  the  heacfehip  of  Christ." 

States,  said  Kenneth  S.  Hemphill,  president  at  any  point  by  their  own  coti- - — - 

of  the  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  seminary.  sdence  they  fwl  they  cannot  1  *  »  . 

"[The  amendment]  has  not  only  taken  teach  accoraing  to  and  not  con-  zxLlMlTltCl  tO 

the  secular  community  by  surprise  but  even  trary  to  tfie  BF&M.  * 

some  of  the  religious  community,  and  that's  'XXir  charter  is  very  clear  ^ 

disappointing  that  we  haven't  done  a  better  on  the  fact  that  the  conven-  JUTJJT  TtTTJXjTl  Of  CtTUTClToS 

Gb  of  teaching  the  Bible  in  such  a  way  to  tion  operates  the  seminary 
?lp  people  understand  the  role  of  the  hus-  and  sets  its  teaching  parame-  j  KIEV,  Ukraine  (ABP)  —  Baptist  work  in  Albania  has 
band  as  the  servant  leader,"  Hemphill  said.  ters.  Our  teaching  parameters  |  grown  to  the  point  that  sareraf  churches  are  pfenning  to 
Southwestern  s  trustees  updatra  the  fac-  are  the  Baptist  Faith  and  form  a  Baptist  union  in  file  country,  according  to  a  report 
ulty  requirement  during  their  Oct.  19-20  Message  as  established  by  the  at  a  Euro^n  Baptist  Federation  (EBF)  council  meeting, 
meeting,  prompting  a  front-page  story  in  the  convention,"  Hemphill  said.  Sept.  23-26  in  Kiev,  Ukzafate. 

Oct.  21  Fort  Worth  Star  Telegram.  The  story  The  adoption  of  the  family  A  delegation  from  Albania  attended  the  meeting, 
has  generated  numerous  media  requests  for  amendment  at  the  SBC  annual  including  Alfred  "Freddy"  Golloshi,  co-pastor  of 
interviews  and  comments  from  newspapers  meeting  in  June  necessitated  a  Freedom  Baptist  Church  in  Tirana;  Jonatfian  Ste^r, 
and  television  and  radio  stations  in  Texas.  change  in  Southwestern's  director  of  the  Baptist  Centre  in  Tirana;  Saverfo  Guarna, 
In  the  story,  it  was  reported  that  Dan  G.  bylaws,  which  referred  to  the  pastor  of  Way  of  Hope  Baptist  Church  in  Tirana,  and 
Kent,  a  19-year  Old  Testament  professor,  BF&M  adopted  in  1963  as  the  Adnan  Pula,  elder  of  the  Way  of  Hope  Church, 
said  he  would  not  sign  the  amended  state-  seminarv  's  statement  of  faith.  In  September  1998,  representative  horn  the  four  con- 
ment  and  had  submitted  his  retirement.  Reference  to  the  year  was  gregations  met  to  discuss  the  formation  of  a  Baptist 
declminc  to  give  the  reasons  for  his  retire-  deleted  and  the  phrase  "as  union.  They  formulated  an  initial  covenant  that  has  beOT 
ment.  He  told  the  newspaper,  "1  don't  may  be  amended  from  time  to  taken  back  to  the  churches  for  ratification, 
think  something  that  significant  (as  retir-  time  by  the  Convention"  was  The  church  represoitatives  plan  to  meet  later  in 
ingj  is  ever  bas^  on  one  issue."  inserted  in  its  place,  with  sim- 1  October  to  pursue  fonniire  a  union,  according  to  the 

Hemphill  said  the  media  attention  "is  as  ilar  changes  made  in  other  i  Baptist  Centre's  Steeper, 
surprising  now  as  it  was  in  Utah  [because]  places  for  consistency.  EBF  coundl  voted  to  accept  the  union  as  arnovi- 

it's  a  basic  family  statement  that  uses  sev-  The  new  SBC  article  sicmal  imanber  wHh  the.tihderstanding  tihat  titewton's 
eral  Scripture  passages  and  is  based  pri-  describes  marriage  as  "the  status  be  itenevred  m  fllMikyeacs.  ^ 
marily  on  Ephesians  5,"  Hemphill  said,  uniting  of  one  man  and  one  If  it"  ffirmrifinn  hiiibiBil  iimiili  li  d  md  in 
The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  woman  in  covenant  commit-  its  membership 

passed  the  family  amendment  to  the  ment  for  a  lifetime."  It  alsf>l  .  . 
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NOBTS 


ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Six  fessor  of  Christian  education 

Seminary  administrators 
de^  programs  topped  the  list  also  infon^i  trust^  TSS 

by  ^eT' Oriean^  ^proved  ap^intment  of  Philip  Pinckard 
^mmaiy  ofChattanooga,Tenn.,asvisit- 
truste^  dunng  their  ing  associate 
12-14  annual  fall  session  on  professor  of 
the  seminaiy  campus.  Ethics,  serv- 

New  professors  for  the  semi-  inc  a  one- 
*  J  College  of  year  appoint- 
^idergraduate  Studies  are  ment  firing 
M^e  Campbell  of  Clarksdale,  the  sabbaticd 
mstructor  m  English;  Tma  of  Joe  Trull, 

Murdock  of  Pme  Bluff,  Ark.,  professor  of 
mstructor  in  Er^lish  and  ethics. 

Campbell 


outhside  National  Association  of  Sdiools 
^.,1982-  of  Music  (NASM)  and  the 
or.  First  Southern  Association  of 
>79^2.  Colleges  and  Schook  (SACS), 
unily  of  •  heard  a  report  from 

I  Charles  Gaines,  dean  of  stu¬ 
dents,  on  last  year's  enrollment. 
NOBTS  reached  another  all- 
time  high  in  enrollment  by  the 
end  of  the  1997-98  academic 
year,  he  said,  with  2,551  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  total  non-duplicat¬ 
ing  head  count  New  Orleans 
Senun^'s  fall  enrollment  Bg- 
ures  will  be  relectsed  at  the  and 
Gibson  Dumber,  when  the  sbc  SBC 

seminaries  customarily 

announce  their  first-semester 
nton,  in  enrollment  figures  together, 
fdivini-  •  approyed  the  semmary 


aMistant  professor  has  been  on 
the  adjunct 

rulty  Aug.  faculty  of  New 
jrontolog-  Seminary's  College  of 
sp^i^t  Undergraduate  Studies  since 
1992  teaching  English. 

He  has  served  in  several 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
as  a  supply  preacher 
and  as  minister  of  youth  and 
music  since  1987. 

He  completed  both  the  bach¬ 
elor  and  master  of  education 
degrees  in  English  at  Delta  State 
Heveland,  in  1975 


Campbell 


of  communication. 

Also  joining  the  faculty  Aug. 

1  were  medicm  and  gerontolog¬ 
ical  social  work  s 
U)retta  Wvers  of  '  Union, 
instructor  in  social  work;  veter¬ 
an  education  minister  Charles 
Hapey  Jr.  of  Shreveport,  La.,  churches 
assistant  professor  of  Christian 
education  and  associate  direc¬ 
tor  of  die  seminary's  new  prtn 
fessional  doctoral  degree  pro¬ 
grams;  U.S.  Naval  Reserve 
clwplain  Endel  Lee  of  Mobile,  Uiuversil 
Ala.,  instructor  in  preaching  and  197( 
and  pastoral  work;  and  theolo-  •  ■  ■ 

gy  of  American  cults  spe^ist 

Robert  Stewart  of  mlliams-  _ 

burg,  Ky.,  instructor  in  philoso-  doctor  of 
phv  and  systematic  theology.  program  at 

New  professors  for  the  semi-  Git 
nary's  graduate  studies  pro¬ 
grams  are  Patricia  Collier  of 
Salinas,  Calif,,  instructor  in 
voice;  R.  Stanton  Norman  of 
Durant,  Okla.,  assistant  profes-  First 
sor  also  elected  to  95;  director  of 

toe  McFarl^d  Chair  of  at  New  Orleans  Senunary,  19^ 
IhTOlo^;  ^d  Tunothjr  Searcy  91;  pastor  of  White  Sand 
ofV>^chester,Ky.,assoaatepro-  ~ 


W  and  doctor  of  theology  adihix^^^tore' 
degrees  .at  New  Orleans  Southerland  Page  architectural 
Semin^  in  19^  and  1993.  firm  of  Texas  to  design  a  new 
m  other  bi^mess,  trustees  campus  master  plan,  to  be  ore- 

^  3Dt>rnVP<l  A  n4:>\A7  tAr\r*¥r\Y‘  i _ .  .1  •  *  - 


•  approved  a  iiew  doctor  of  sent^  to  trusted  at  toeir  annui 
eoucational  ministry  degree  spring  meeting  in  March  1999. 
program,  to  be  oBered  in  The  Congress  of  Southern 
August  IW,  pending  final  Baptist  Evangelists  wiU  be  held 
approval  froni  toe  Association  at  New  Orleans  Seminary,  Feb 

degree  "ever^n  available  at  any  of  Orleans  Seminary,  March  8-11, 

mm. 

l'nflergraEe'^|h,dy®Th°  SS 

castor  of  major  m  music.  The  126-hour  mg  to  leid  at  least  300  people  to 

Chur^  White  Sand  La  1988-  already  has  Christ  ajid  connect  them  with 

»^nurcn,  wmte  t^nd.  La.,  1988-  receiveif  approval  from  the  local  Sodthem  Baptist  churches. 


Wd  you  iruss  it?  It  was  billed 
as  "the  biggest,  most  important 
event  happening  Oct.  24.'^ 

It  starts  several  years  ago, 
^d  now  having  taken  on  a  life  of 
its  own,  this  one-day-a-year 
emphasis  calls  on  all  Americans 
to  make  a  difference. 

The  creative  approaches  that 
various  groups  took  to  make  a 
difference  were  almost  limitless. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  was  our 
Lord  Jesus  who  originated  * 
Difference  Day' 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


c  M  £  I.-  ®  "[.orW,  Jssus  invifed  US  to  begin  a  new  ra« 

Different  Day  for  all  of  his  Kingdom  of  people  —  Kirigdom  peo^e  God's  neo- 
people.  It  was  he  who  said,  a  cup  ot  cold  pie,  bom-agato^ople^^  because 
water  m  my  n^e,  an  extra  coat  given  to  ^long  to  toe  Lmd  and  carry  his^ene^ 
^rnwne  who  does  not  Iwve  a  coat,  or  just  into  the  world  make  a  diSnce  to  SilSe 
walking  with  someone  beyond  the  norm,  around  them 

gotog  toe  wtra  ^e,  all  make  a  difference.  It  is  a  365-day-a-year  job.  Jesus  is  to  your 

Om  did  not  call  for  a  one-day-a-  heart  and  folks  around  you  need  his  love 

^  M^issippi  there  ar^ 

^  call  o"  “s  about  700,000  Mississippi  Bap&ts.  That  is 

to  do  the  un^iral  or  toe  impossible  m  approximately  one  out  of  every  three 
much  as  he  called  on  us  to  do  toe  usual  to  Mississippians  who  at  some  point  in  toeir 

“"h.  n  .K  w  life  affirln*^  that  Jesus  is  LorT 

la  so?  WeU,  toere  IS  notfung  spectacu-  What  if  each  day  each  of  them  would 
1^  about  a  cup  of  water  and  nothmg  par-  make  some  difference,  to  take  those  steps 
bcuJar  star^g  alwut  givmg  away  an  extra  sUghUy  beyond  the  normal  activities,  to  S 
coat,  but  there  is  somethmg  revealing  sU^tly  outside  the  comfortable  boundan« 
about  our  sensitivi^  to  recognize  that  prompted  by  the  Lord  himself  and  do  a 
someone  else  «  thirsty  and  someone  good  work,  say  a  good  word,  share  a  small 
“rK  I  -.4  u-  expression,  tove  a  positive  witness  daily? 

For  the  Christian,  the  Lord  himself  We  coulcfdo  the  usual  to  unusual  wavs 
comra  to  energize  and  sensitize  us  that  we  and  make  a  difference  to  the  name  of  Jesiw 
nuBht  ^  aware,  not  just  of  oui  own  needs  RecenUy,  my  wife  and  I  were  eating  to  a 
and  not  just  about  our  own  things,  but  the  restaurant  and  seated  nearby  was  a  sweet 
pli^t  and  toe  needs  of  those  around  us.  looking  elderly  couple. 

In  an  every-person-for-himself  kind  of  Though  we  did  not  know  each  other  we 
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The  Imperials  will  be  in  con-  for  approximately  15  years.  The 
cert  at  First  Church,  Batesville,  clinic  is  open  Mondays-Fridays 
Saturday,  Nov.  7,  at  7  p.m.  There  from  8  a.m.-7  p.m.;  Saturdays 
is  no  admission  charge,  but  a  from  8  a.m.-5;30  P-**'-/  and 
free  ticket  will  be  needed  to  Sundays  from  1-5:30  p.m.  To 
reserve  your  seat  Contact  the  schediile  an  appointment,  call 
church  office  at  (601)  563-7655  957-1015. 

to  reserve  your  tickets.  Harold 

Smitii  is  minister  of  music.  Bethesda  Church,  Teri^,  will 

have  a  Harvest  Celebration  on 
Baptist  Health  Systems  has  Oct.  31,  4-8:30  p.m.  The  church 
recently  added  tire  Northtown  wiD  also  have  High  Attendance 
Medical  Clinic,  12  Northtown  Day  on  Nov.  1.  Activities  will 
Drive,  to  its  family  of  medical  include  Simday  School,  9:30 
clinics  thiou^out  the  Jackson  a.m.,  and  preaching,  11  a.m.,  by 
metro  area. 'nie  clinic  is  staff  by  Marty  Wilson,  pastor.  For 
liury  L.  Collins,  M.D.,  who  has  transportation  or  further  infor- 
practiced  in  Northeast  Jackson  mation,  call  (601)  878-5141. 


Ebenezer  Church,  Gloster,  held  an  Old  Fashioned  baptism  on 
Sept.  27.  Rather  than  use  the  baptistery  in  the  church,  five  new  con¬ 
verts  were  immersed  in  the  Amite  River  by  Alvin  Hall,  minister, 
assisted  by  his  cousin  Darwin  Hall.  Pictured  (from  left,  back  row) 
are  Alvin  Hall,  Paul  McLin,  Rocky  Nettles,  and  Darwin  Hall;  (front 
row)  Lara  Baker,  Jordan  Wooly,  and  Megan  Baker,  direct  descen¬ 
dants  of  the  founders  and  land  donors  of  Ebenezer  Church. 


Revival  results 


Ethel,  Ethel:  Oct.  4-8;  10 
professions  of  faith;  22  rededi¬ 
cations;  Chester  Carlisle,  pastor. 


international  Association 
for  Multiministry  Missions, 
Incorporated 

Dr.  Lannie  Wilbourn 
President 


Youth  ministry  p  \ 

Macedonia  K  '  i 

Church,  Petal,  will 
sponsor  an  area- 

con-  li  '•  j 

with  Gary 
Wright  of 

Ala., 

Nov.  in 

the  Petal  Civic  Damascus  Church,  Franklin  County,  honored 
Center.  For  more  its  pastor  Wilson  Winstead  for  50  years  in  the 
information  con-  ministry  on  Aug.  30.  Lunch  was  serv^  following 
tact  Bi^  Nelscm  at  the  services.  Pictured  (from  left)  Wilson  Winstead 
(601)  545-3110  or  and  his  wife  Bobbie  receiving  an  engraved  silver 
544-8808.  tray  from  Bobby  Ard,  chairman  of  deacons. 


The  door  of 


ortunity  is  open. 


March  4-16: 

Evangelism,  Pastor's  Schools,  Church  Leadership  training; 
closes  January  18, 1999 

May  20-30: 

Evangelism  with  Sports  teams; 
closes  April  6, 1999 

June  17-29: 

Evairgelism,  church  plant,  VBS,  Medical /Dental  clinics. 
Veterinarian  Clinics; 
closes  May  3, 1999 

July  22-August  3: 

Evangelism  team,  VBS,  Medical/Dental,  and/or 
Veterinarian  Clinics; 
closes  June  8, 1999 

September  9-21: 

Evangelism,  multiministry.  Medical/ 

Dental  clinics; 
closes  July  26, 1999 


Hunt  to  lead  prayer  conference 

T.  W.  Hunt,  prayer  consultant  and  For  seven  years  prior  to  his  retirement, 

autiior,  will  lead  a  four-day  Prayer  Life  Hunt  served  as  prayer  consultant  for 
Confeience  in  Jones  County  at  West  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of  the 
ElUsville  Qiurch,  Ellisville,  Nov.  1-4.  The  Soutiiem  Baptist  Convention  (formerly 
conference  will  begin  at  6  p.m.  on  Sunday.  The  Sunday  School  Board).  He  continues 
Sessions  on  Mon.,  Tues.,  and  Wed.,  will  his  work  with  LifeWay  Christian 
begto  at  7  p.m.  Resources  as  a  consultant  for  the 

prayer  conference  is  open  to  every-  Disdpleship  and  Family  Division.  For  24 
one  witii  no  admisncm  charge  and  churcn-  years  he  taught  music  and  misskms  at 
es  are  invited  to  transfer  tiieir  Sunday  ni^t  Southwestern  Semiruuy.  Hunt  is  a  mdu- 
arKl/or  Wednesday  ni^t  services  to  me  ate  of  Ouachita  Baptist  College  and  Nortir 
confererKe  sessions,"  smd  Allan  Nix,  direc-  Texas  State  University, 
tor  of  missions,  Jones  County  ASSodation,  Additiorud  irdbrmation  is  available  by 
which  is  sponsoring  the  event.  calling  (601)  649-8114. 
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'our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


October  29,  1 998  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  ol  Communication 


“V^hat  is  it? 


For  over  34  years  Baptists  in 
Mississippi  have  enjoyed  sending  new 
suits  to  the  pastors  in  new  work  areas. 
This  is  our  way  of  letting  the  pastors  in 
these  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
Imow  that  we  care  about  and  support 
""  .  them  in  their  work 


‘JJaugmers  oj  the  Wcnun 
Queens '  Court  Wee/i^end 

Camp  Garaywa 
November  13-14 


Registration  Form 

$25  per  person,  Registration  Deadline,  November  6 


Mississippi 
Baptists  say 


Association 


Contact  Person 


Church  _ 
Address 


Christmas  ” 
to  pastors  in  the 
Colorado, 
Wyoming. 
Montana  Iowa 
Conventions 


Men’s  ministries  groups,  individu¬ 
als,  churches,  etc.,  can  send  their 

gifts  payable  to: 


Daytime  Phone 


City _ Zip _ 

Amount  Enclosed:  $25  x  #  (of  persons) 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
Attention: 
Brotherhood  Department 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530 


Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB  (Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board) 
Send  to:  WMU  -  Queens’  Court,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 
.  For  more  info:  call  WMU  office 

- - 1-800-748-1651  _  - - ^ 


Designate  on  your  check:  Suit  Project 

Sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


‘99  State  Singles  Retreat  1 

May  29-3 1 ,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 

•#'  ■ 

Gwen  Williams,  Miss  Chocoiate  from  New  Orleans  '  '■  '  •  '  •  *  * 

tie  _  w*  ’ft'* 

David  Adams,  Minister  with  Singles,  Olive  Baptist  Church,  Pensacola,  Fla. 

J.J.  Jasper  • 

Life  Church  Band  and  Praise  Team,  Laurel  humorous  disc  jockey,  American 

Family  Radio  Tupelo 

Us*!  - - ^  -  -  --  -  -  . -  .  . “Oih./JA  irtr'iAa -»HI 

misters  Conference 


'l^oCember  S-ll.  1996 


if  iOteliding 


Ctwirfi 


Maitin§)ldii^. 


Febraary  27,  1 999 
9:30  a.m.'3:00  p.m. 

jim  Buck  Ross  Agriculture  8^  Forestry 
Museum,  Jackson 


mwill  titm  eat  the  ib|io4M^ 


rWavemi^ 
3  riMi  nc#^ 


CaU  Lake  Tiak  OTChate  (ToU  tree  1-888-845^151)  or  write  Lake  Tiak  O'Khata,  P.  O.  Box  160, 
Louisville,  MS  39339. 

Complete  the  form  and  return  to;  Churdt  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department, 
P  O.  Box  530,  Jacksoa  MS  39205,  no  later  than  November  2. 15>98.  U  is  necessary  Btat  your 
registration  be  received  by  this  date  so  ^tat  adequate  pref>arafion  can  be  made* 

SPONSORED  BY  THE 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATION-PASTORAL  MINISTRIES  DEPT. 

Mississippri  Baptist  Convention  Board 


rurpo5e 

To  motivate  and  provide  churches  and  church  leaders  with 


practical  ideas  on  how  to  reach  their  community. 

^ubience 

Key  Church  Leadership 


3chebuLe 

9:30  a.m.  General  Session  with  Thom  Ranier, 

director  of  the  Billy  Graham  School  of 
Evangelism  and  Church  Growth 
1 0:30  a.m.- 1 :30  p.m.  Series  of  30-mlnute  mini-conferences 

such  as: 

•  How  to  Reach  Asians 

•  How  to  Reach  Hispanics 

•  How  to  Communicate  an  Unchanging 
Gospel  in  a  Changing  Time 

•  Creating  an  Evangelistic  Culture 

•  Dealing  with  Community  Change 

•  How  to  Start  New  Bible  Study  Groups 
1 :30-2:30  p.m.  Closing  General  Session  with  Fred  Luter, 

pastor  of  Franklin  Ave.  Baptist  Church, 
New  Orleans 


Then  wU!  elso  be  booths  sponsond  by  churches 
hig^llghdng  the  methods  they  use  to  reach  people. 


¥ 

**Becoming 

A  Friend  and  Lover  Conference 


Dick  Purnell 

President  of  Single  Life  Resources 
Saturday,  March  20 

Main  Street  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 
Call  Steve  Bublitz,  601-544-5444 

For  more  info,  contact 
Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry,  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651 


t  ■  ..At.  W  ‘ . 


race 


MISSISSIPPI 


Speaker 


^M5£C 

Concert  Qvolon  AAikc 

Hariand 


Crania 

Grant  & 
Jennifer 
Medfeid 


dcheiule 


MONOAX  OBSMBBt  2B,  1998  TUESDAX  OK&0^  29 
12:00  Registration  Begins  7:15  Brpekfeal 

2:00  Afternoon  Soeaion  8:45  Conferanee  Begira 

4:00  DismiMforDfener  11:00  Lunch  Bresdc 

7:45  CONCERT  •  aMdon  1:00  Afternoon  Session 

9KX)  Otenfss  3:00  Clortng 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Church 


Youth  Minister 


Address 


Phone 


Association 


(see  map  above) 


Lodging  During  Conference. 

Number  Attending _ 

Make  checks  payable  to: 


5  =  $ _ (amount  enclosed) 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Evangelism  Department 

P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Jackson  Motels:  (State  that  you  are  with  the  Youth  Evangelism  Conference,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  when  making  resen/ations) 
Best  Western,  Metro;  Comfort  Inn,  SW;  Comfort  Inn,  Clinton;  Days  Inn,  Clinton;  Fairfield  Inn,  North;  Hampton  Inn, 
Clinton;  Holiday  Inn,  Clinton;  Holiday  Inn,  SW;  La  Quinta  Inn,  Motel  6  North,  Ramada  Inn,  SW;  Travelers  Inn,  North 


rri  ^ 


December  5th 

Cost  $7.50  per  person  (includes 
basketball  game,  meal,  program 
&  limited  insurance) 

•  Missionaries 
•  Baskeiball 

•  Testimonies 

•  Cheerieaders 

•  Music 


Name _ 

Address . 
City _ 


Registration  Form  for  GA/Acteens  Campus  Day 
Biue  Mountain  Coiiege,  December  5th 

_ _ _ Daytime  Ph.  Number _ 

_ State _ 


Church  Name _ _ _ Association _ 

- «  Amount  Enclosed:  $7.50  x  #  (of  persons)  _ _ =  $ _ 

Make  checks  payable  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Send  to;  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 
For  more  details  call  the  WMU  office  at  1-800-748-1651 


(total) 


October  30-November  12, 1998 


Praye^jMinistry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904 

'Tra^  'With  the  Intent  of  Others  't>ein^  Iny/olx/eh  in  the  'fiary/est. 

'  j'£\^an^fUstic  ftra^in^  not  onl^  inVoly^es  pra^in^  for  the  lost,  but  it  in\/ol\^es  pra^ina  for 
the  utborers.  MatthevJ  records  that  When  Jesus  saW  a  \^ast  crowi  in  neeb  of  the  ^ospH  Jie 
Was  ntO^eb  With  compassion  anb  Jie  commanbeb  Jiis 'biscipLes  to  'pra^  ^e  therefore  the  £orb  i 
the  haryJest.  that  he  senb  forth  Workers  into  his  har\/est.’  {.Matt.  9:3S) 

'from:  'Tra^in^  ^our  'Frienbs  Jo  Christ,  p.  13 

A  non-OwiAian  Sundanese  woman  ,  ISC  wodcer  Lori  Price,  in  Zerma  Two  missionary  couples  an 

said,  IMy  heart  is  empty.  I  know  j  oi  Niger,  has  finished  distribut-  preparing  to  enter  Angola  ir 

who  lesus  is  and  I  wart  to  believe,  |  ing  the  grain  provided  by  November;  so  much  depen 

brt  I  don't  feel  (hat  God  has  called  |  Southern  Baptist  hunger  relief  upon  the  safety  inside  the  o 

me  yet.*  She  is  also  afraid  that  she  |  funds.  Pray  that  the  Lord  wilt  try.  The  following  warning 

will  be  refected  ^  her  parents  if  she  |  continue  to  open  doors  and  recently  came  out  of  the  Ur 

becomes  a  folljXSfcof  Christ.  PVay  J  touch  hearts  ttllcHigh  this  effort  Nations:  *S|Wferv-Cenera 

that  God  will  grviMer  a  clear  call  |  in  every  levy  the  communi-  Annan  said MAl  year  old  p 

arvi  will  fill  hAheiP  vvith  faith  as  |  ty.  process  in  AawJi  was  serio 


•  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 


Missionary  feanie  Benfield  of 
Uruguay  has  been  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  aixi  faces  several  months  of 
recuperation.  Pray  that  God 
will  continue  to  build  her 
strength  and  give  she  and  her 
husband,  )oe,  peace  as  they 
deal  widf1%  ilktss. 


Give  thanks  to  God  that  a 
church  leader  in  Southeast  Asia 
and  Oceania  who  was  pul  into 
jail  for  handing  out  Bibles  was 
released  after  three  weeks.  He 
has  returrted  Ip  his  same  posi¬ 
tion  in  his  church. 


(Voters  Awareness  Day  (CAC 
Emphasis)  Pray  that  voters  will 
make  an  effort  to  discover  the 
qualifications  of  candidates 
running  for  office  and  vole  for 
the  ones  best  qualified  for  each 
position. 


Hay  far  missionaries  across 
Wesfem  Europe  as  they  esqaand 
their  ministry  strafegy  k)  fackide 
'Viplel  prayer  groups.*  These  ate 
groups  of  three  who  commit  to 
meeting  together  weekly  far  prayer. 


For  the  International  Sfudent 
ConfereiKe;  Camp  Garaywa, 
sponsored  by  Student  Work. 
Three  members  of  “Church  C 
are  attending  college  in  another 
city.  Pray  that  they  will  find  a 
church  to  adHthin  that  city. 


Pray  as  believers  do  door  to 
door  evangelism  in  the  Sui  Tai 
and  Sui  Ming  buildings  in 
Hong  Kong.  Pray  that  they  will 
fiixl  those  whom  God  has  pre¬ 
pared  to  hear  the  gospel. 


They  each 


lost  people  with 
sharfaglhego^ 
these  nine  peod 


1  they  are 
they  pray  for 


For  African-American  Seminar, 
Victory  Temple  BC,  Greenville, 
sponsored  by  Missions 
Extension  &  Asscxriational 
Administration.  For  Youth 
Ministers  WixMpp,  Lake  Tiak 
O'Khala,  LotBvw,  sponsored 
by  Church  AohlMstration- 
Pastoral  Miniw^. 


Recertly  Henry  Blackaby  about 
his  burden  for  Christians  to  pray 
for  revival.  If  Ckid's  people  do 
r>rt  turn  back  to  God,  thw  there 
is  r»  hope  far  cxjr  nalfan. 
Christians  hg/e  dnfl^  further  and 
further  aw^Biroa  Ga  and  His 
word.  *As  fies  K  (Jurch  so 
goes  the  natton.’^Wit^  for  your¬ 
self,  your  family  and  your  church. 


Valery  larrard  is  an  employee 
of  the  NAMB.  Pray  for  her 
father  who  has  a  rare  eye  dis¬ 
ease.  He  is  blind  in  one  eye 
artd  recently  he  has  had  prob¬ 
lems  in  hisjjood  eye.  Please 


For  Sunday  School  Leadership 
Lab,  Eagle  Ridge  Conf.  Center, 
Raymor>d,  sponsored  by  the 
Surxlay  School  Dept.  Pray  that 
the  S.S.  leaders  can  come  up 
with  idea^o  gakrg|afe  people 
attendirCT.S.*  J 


"J-AiltSS^eHANIECOREy  , 

7336  Anela  Place,  Diamondhead,  MS  39520 
Parents:  Charles  i  Patricia,  Field  Personnel  Assistance 

4-86  MISS  KATIE  R.  GRAY 

R.  Ruy  Pinto  Bandeira  1112,  29090-130  Victoria,  ES,  BRAZIL 
Parents:  Tony  A  Karen,  Music  Promotion 


6-88  MISS  MARISA  M.  WOMBLE 
Casilla  1415,  Asuncion,  PARAGUAY 
Parents:  Freddie  A  Karen,  General  Evangelism 

1 3- 78  MR.  T.  KYLE  WHITE 

P  O  Box  864888,  Tuscaloosa,  AL  35486-0044 

Parents:  Jerry  A  Glenda.  General  Evangelism,  SERVE  IN  KOREA 

14- 85  MR.  ALLEN  D.  UGHTSEY 

VIP  SALd73l,PO  Box  52-5364,  Miami.  FL  33152-5364 
Parents:  Timothy  A  Rebecca,  Church  A  Home  Outreach 
SERVE  IN  El  SALVADOR 


Your  Ctiuich  OfieringB  inay  be  in  jeopanfy! 
A  new  xesoince  is  available  to  h^. 

Safeguarding  Your  Churcii  Offerings  is  a 
step-by-5tep  guide  to  managing  your  church's 
money  ftx»n  receiving,  counting  and  deport¬ 
ing  to  spending,  recording.  gUxMunting.  and 
auditing  No  church  treasurer  should  be 
without  a  o(^.  Managing  the  church’s 
money  is  (tf  equal  moral  significance  to  devel¬ 
oping  persmal  stewardship.  Cwitact  Laura 
Marier  oc  David  Michel  in  the  Stewardship 
Department  erf*  the  N^ssisslp^  Baptist 
Cwiventlon  to  wder  a  fiee  copy  cf  this  50 
page  gukfeixx^  Also,  budget  covers  Tot  {Mint¬ 
ing  your  church’s  budget  on  are  availat^  at 
no  cost  Can  1-800-748-1651  tc^fiee  or  968- 
3800  locally. 


20-78  MR.  JOHN  A.  LATHAM 
Baylor  University.  P  O  Box  81835,  Waco,  TX  76798 
Parents:  Tony  A  Kathy.  Theological  Education  by  Extension 
SERVE  IN  PHIUPPINES 


20-83  MISS  MICHELLE  S.  SHEARER 

Apqrtado  207,  Huaraz.  PERU 

Paints:  Kevin  A  Pam,  Genera!  Evangelism 

g^95  MISS  KIMBERLY  D.  SHEARER 

^•drtado  207,  ^uarnz,  PERU  .J 

Pattnts:  Kevin  A  Pam,  General  Evangelism  ^ 

J2l-t6  MISS  CHRISTINAS.  WAUACE  ' 

USyi,  P  O  Box  4805,  HdttiesbUrg,  MS  39406-4805 
Pamnts:  KaH  A  Peggy,  Mission  Administration  ' 

SERVE  IN  coLomm 

*  M  ' 

S2-b  MISSAUCIA  K.  PARKER 

WiRiam  Carey  College.  Bax  1353, 498  liucan  Ave.,  Hattiesburg,  MS 
39401-5499 

Patfnts:  Ronnie  A  Beth.  Music  Promotioni  SERVE  IN  BRAZIL 


’o J 

'itf.’i* 

O'-.r-r 


RHYMES  ENRICHED  LIFE 


lial  problem.  The  foundation  is  Editor: 

Topeful  of  providing  a  reliable  Four  years  ago,  our  prayer 
/erucle  for  Mississippi  mission-  was  to  see  Christian  student 
iries  while  they  are  in  the  leaders  leading  their  peers  in 
states.  Sirrular  organizations  genuine  spiritual  revival.  From 
ire  in  operation  in  Houston,  ttiat  prayer,  Lifeweek  Student- 
Fexas,  and  Atlcinta,  Ga.  Led  Revival  was  bom.  The  cxm- 

The  Macedonian  Call  cept  was  simple.  The  students 
Foundation  is  tax  exempt  and  were  to  lead  tiuough  prayer, 
I  donor  can  deduct  his  contri-  testimony,  drama,  music,  and 
sutions  on  his  tax  return.  Any  pieeicfung.  The  outcome  was  far 
kind  of  vehicle  can  be  donated  from  simple,  it  was  amazing, 
to  the  Foundation  regardless  Lifeweek  '98  took  place  Oct. 
sf  its  present  condition.  If  the  4-7.  Each  night  was  hosted  by  a 
vehicle  is  not  in  reliable  condi-  different  church.  Many  difter- 
tion  it  can  be  sold  and  the  pro-  ent  South  Rankin  County 
:eeds  to  purchase  a  vehicle,  youth  were  involved.  Lifeweex 
Everyone  can  be  a  part  of  this  went  beyond  the  church  youth 
missionary  endeavor.  ^  doorway  for 

For  more  information,  write  Christian  teens  to  bring  their 
or  call  Macedonian  Call  non-Christian  friends  to  an 
Foundation  of  Mississippi,  RO.  encoimter  with  Jesus  Christ. 
Box  156,  Ridgeland,  MS  39158-  There  was  an  evident 
0156.  ITione:  (601)  956-7770.  anointing  from  the  Lord  upon 
Thomas  E.  Hearon  Sr,  Lifeweek  '98  from  the  very 

Ridgeland  first  night  to  the  final  night  on 

Wednesday.  The  students  had 
a  full  understanding  of  their 
WIDE  IS  THE  GATE  purpose  and  mission.  It  was  to 

testify  of  tiieir  faith  in  Jesus, 
Editor:  bringing  him  the  glory  and 

H^rews  3  speaks  of  numy  honor.  Each  itight  the  altar  was 
of  the  Israelites  in  tiie  wilder-  filled  with  teens  on  their 
ness  who  were  "hardened  kn^,  broken  before  die  Lord, 
duough  die  deceitfulness  of  Lives  were  changed  by  the 
sin"  ^.13).  Gambling  is  part  power  of  the  Lord.  Students 
of  the  deceitfulness  of  our  were  bringing  their  non¬ 
day.  Gambling  is  nothing  less  Christian  peers  to  die  altar  and 
dian  tuxedoea  sin.  sharing  die  gospel  with  diem. 

Gambling  can  hardly  be  Our  motto  for  Lifeweek  *98 
compared  to  farming.  If  one  was  '7ust  a  God  Thing!"  We 
thinKS  about  it,  there  are  desired  to  see  a  moveme^  of 
many  insurance  companies  the  Hc^  Spirit  diat  could  only 
who  are  willing  to  "insure"  a  be  described  as  being  an  act  of 
farmer  against  crop  loss.  God.  The  organized  services 


in  concert 


Wednesday,  Nov.  11 
Greenwood,  MS 
First  Baptist  Church 
7:00  p.m. 

for  more  info: 

(601)  453-3075 


Friday,  Nov  13 
Laurel,  MS 

Second  Avenue  Baptist 
Chiurh 
7:00  p.m. 

$4  requested  donation 
at  the  door 

for  nune  info: 

(601)  428-0416 


Thursday,  Nov.  12 
Gulfport,  MS 
Michael  Memorial 
Baptist  Church 
7:30  p.m. 

for  move  info: 

(228)  832-1709 


Saturday,  Nov.  14 
Meridian,  MS 
Frank  Cochran  Center 
7:30  p.m. 

$3  requested  donation 
at  die  door 

for  more  info: 

(601)  483-4591 


These  concerts  are  not  tidceted.  A 
free  will  offering  wUl  be  received  for 
the  ministry  Dallas  Holm.  Those 
who  attend  are  urged  to  bring  a 
canned  good  or  non-perishable  food 
Hern  to  help  feed  the  needy. 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephorre  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
yiews-pf  the  MksiO^ippi^apLpt.^ 
ConventiofT^oard.  ^  1  § 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Chance 


'  '  r  •-  ‘^  ^ 


William  "Smitty"  Smith 

was  recently  licensed  to 
preach  by  First  Church,  Olive 
Branch.  P  J.  Scott,  pastor,  is 
pictured  (from  left)  with  Tonya 
and  William  Smith. 


Clarke  reunion 
being  planned 

The  1960,  1961,  and  1962, 
classes  of  Clarke  Memorial 
College  (CMC),  have  planned 
a  reunion  Oct.  31  at  Lake  Tiah 
O'Khata  in  Louisville.  A  time 

-Wi  in 


banquet  at  /  p.m.  Any  person 
who  attended  CMC  (regard¬ 
less  of  year)  or  faculty  member 
may  attend.  For  banquet  reser¬ 
vations  ($17.50  per  person), 
call  Annie  Laurie  Fleming 
Thornton  at  (601)  856-4744, 
or  write  to  138  St.  Augustine 
Drive,  Madison,  MS  39110. 

Don  Moore  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  program.  Other 
committee  members  are 
David  and  Ina  Patterson 
Weekly,  Bobbie  Shumate 
Haggerty,  Mildred  Hutchinson 
Rogers,  and  Hiram  and  Joan 
Curran  Fleming. 


Sherry  Dianne 
recently 
received  a 
Perfect 
Attendance 
Award  for  19 
ears  of  per- 


Sunday 


Arm  Church,  _ 

Arm.  She  is  Chance 

the  daughter 

of  Jackie  and  Patricia  Chance  of 
Aim  and  is  currently  a  senior  at 
Mississippi  College.  Parker 
Langston  is  director  of 
Sunday  School.  Larry 
Chavis  is  pastor. 

Cumberland  College, 
Williamsbui^  Ky.,  recent¬ 
ly  conferrecl  upon  Barry 
[  Allen,  a  Mississippian,  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of 
Aoministration.  Allen  was 
bom  in  Kosciusko  and 
reared  in  Grenada  where 
Tommy  Dickerson  was  ordained  as  he  attended  First  Church, 
deacon  of  Trinity  Church,  Pearl,  on  He  is  president  and  CEO  of 
Aug.  30.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  the  Kentucky  Baptist 
Dickerson  and  Kenny  Goff,  pastor.  Foundation. 


First  Church,  Anguilla, 
to  celebrate  100  years 

First  Church,  Anguilla,  will  celebrate  its  100th  anniversary  cwr  Nov. 
7  arid's;  Ameal  will  Be  served  on  Saturday  at  6  p.m.  On  Sunday,  lundi 
will  be  served  following  the  morning  service.  In  the  aftemooon, 
beginning  at  2  pm.  through  3:30  p.m.,  the  church  will  hold  an  infor¬ 
ms  service  covering  its  history.  A  reception  will  follow  diis  service. 


Oakdale  Church,  Brandon,  recently  licensed  Jim  Joiner  (left) To 
the  ministry.  Gene  Neal  (right)  is  pastor.  Joiner  is  available  for  pul¬ 
pit  supply,  interim,  or  bivocational  pastor.  He  can  be  reached 
through  Oakdale  Church  at  (601 )  829-1 360. 


[ 


Jeff  Westbrook  (left)  and  Jimmy  Johnson  (right)  iwere  ordained  as 
deacons  at  Becker  Church,  Becker,  on  Oct.  1 1 .  They  were  present¬ 
ed  certificates  by  David  Jay,  pastor.  , 


BaI’IIS!  Coi 


!  i 


I 


N  !  w 


PART-TIME  MUSIC,  YOUTH  OR 
MUSICAOUTH  MINISTER. 
Stringer  Baptist  CThurch,  PO  Box 
65,  Stringer,  MS  39481.  Call 
(601)  425-2889  After  5:00  P.M. 
PART  TIME  MUSIC  MINI^R: 
Send  resume  to  Music  Minister 
Search  Committee,  Bissell  Baptist 
Church,  4662  West  Main  St., 

Tupelo,  Ms  38801 .  _  ___ 

DAY  ^RE  DiSiietOR  -^TFi^ 
FTFsf  Baptist  Church  of 
Gulfport  is  seeking  qualified 


The  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  E. 
Spell  Lectureship  will  be  held 
on  Nov.  2-3  at  Mississippi 
College.  Paul  Powell,  former 
pastor  of  Green  Acres  Church, 
lyier,  Texas,  and  immediate 

gast  president  and  CEO  of  the 
outnem  Baptist  Annuity 
Board,  will  be  me  guest  lectur¬ 
er.  He  will  speak  to  the  faculty 
and  Chrishan  Ministry  stu¬ 
dents  on  Nov.  2  at  7  p.m.  in  die 
B.C.  Rogers  Hall  of  Fame 
Room,  and  will  speak  in  chapel 
on  Nov.  3  at  10:50  a.m.  A  semi¬ 
nar  for  church  leaders  on 
"Taking  the  Lead  Out  of 
Leader^p"  will  be  held  in  die 
Hall  of  Fame  Room  from  12:30- 
3:30  p.m.  For  more  information 
contact  Harold  T.  Bryson  at 
(601)  925-3297. 


applicants  of  the  position  of 
Director.  A  degree  in  Early 
Childhood  Education  and/or 
daycare  expierience  is 
desired.  Please  forward 
resumes  to:  Board  of 
Directors,  FBC  Daycare,  PO 
Box  70,  Gulfport,  MS  39502. 
Bl  VOCATIONAL  PRESCHOOL/ 
CHILDREN  DIRECTOR:  Send 
resume  to  First  Baptist 
Church,  PO  Box  110, 
Morton,  MS  3911  7. 


Mississippi  College  Music 
Department  will  present 
Waiter  R.  Swan,  baritone,  in  a 

fraduate  voice  recital  on  Nov. 

at  3  p.m.,  and  Pamela 
Butler,  soprano,  in  a  senior 
voice  recital  on  Nov.  3  at  8:15 
p.m.,  both  recitals  will  be  held 
m  Aven  Auditorium.  Swan  is 
the  son  of  the  late  Willie  and 
Mattie  Swan  of  It  and  serves 
as  music  director  and  organist 


at  Central  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Jackson.  Butler  is 
the  daughter  of  Mary  Hague 
of  Carriere. 

Are  your  Mniore  tired  o( 
crawtktg  over  tha 

HUMP?  The  sohitton 
a  15-peaaenger 
I  aMi  an  aMa,  raiaed 

&  alacttic  atap.  HBHIHIIIi 

CrtIMMi  VknABuilbdiyl  1<«»«M822 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS! 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  COi 

t  ■kciahions  iT  Baptistries 

•'A  Steeples  Renovation 

i1|  Pews  and  Pulpit 
A  ;  Furniture 

(Nrii'  and  Used) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


CERUHED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT: 
Available  to  perform  the  following  ser¬ 
vices  to  churches  and  ministers:  Onirch 
Audits,  Agreed  Upon  Procedures  over: 
Internal  Controls,  Cash  Receipts  and 
Disbursements,  and  Legal 
CompliarKe,  as  well  as  tax  planning 
arxl  preparation.  For  questions  arxl 
consultation  call,  (601)  410-(XX)1^ 
EVANGELIST  available  kx  revivals, 
crusades,  etc.  lames  Broadwater, 
M.Div.,  (504)  288-7480. 

RODGERS  ORGANS:  Sales  and  Senrice. 
(888)  556-321 3  or  (504)  524-1 21 6. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used. 
Baptistries,  steeples,  &  stained  glass, 
MS  &  ALA.  1  -800-830-0583 
PASSENGER  Vans  FOR  private 
and  church  groups.  From  $59.95  per 
day/  limited  free  miles/7  to  15-seat. 
Occasionally  for  sale:  quality  used 
vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson 


(601)  9^48-3391 .  Since  1%5. _ 

PARADISE  LANES:  Mississippi's  only 
smoke  arxl  alcohol  free  Bowling 
Center.  Call  about  Lock-in,  group  rates, 
fund  raisers,  arxl  leagues.  Located  at 
820  Cooper  Road,  lackson,  MS  (601) 

372-7700. _ 

WANTED:  Misskxtary-mirxled  couple 
to  serve  the  Lord  in  a  home  caring  for 
children  needing  a  place  to  live.  This 
evangelical  organization  has  been 
meeting  the  physical,  enxXiorxil  and 
spiritual  needs  of  children  for  103 
years.  Compensation  irKludes  hous¬ 
ing,  food,  insurance  and  retirement. 
This  is  rxX  a  behavior  rrxxlification 
facility.  Call  Mr.  Taykx  at  Palmer  Home 
for  Children  (60U  328-521 6. 

NOTCH  ESTATES-BRANSON, 
MO.  Condo  near  Silver  Dollar  City. 
2BR,  2BA,  sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights, 
4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free 
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continental  breakfast.  $105  daily. 
All  visitors  eligible  for  drawing  to 
receive  free  4  day  return  trip.  Call 
(601)746-4632. 

HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

Meridian.  Design,'  Fabrication, 
Repair.  Fax  illustrations  to  (601)  483- 
7958  or  call  1-800-368-2705. 
ASSOCIATE  PASTOR:  Individual 
must  possess  desire/ability  for 
assisting  the  church  in  creating  new 
ministry  models  and  a  willingness 
to  have  responsibilities  directed  by 
developing  as  well  as  existing 
needs.  Send  resume  to  Associate 
Pastor  Search”  Committee, 
Southwest  Baptist  (Jihurch,  6401 
Scanlan  St.,  St.  Louis,  MO  63139. 
PIANO:  9  ft.  Kawaii  Concert  Grand 
Polished  ebony-absolutely  beautiful. 
Asking  $16,500.  (601)  333-7429  - 
Steve  Wilson 
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Good  Hope,  Richton:  Nov. 
Ruth,  Ruth:  Nov.  1-4;  1-4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch,  and 

Sunday,  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  7  1:30  service;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

p.m.;  Jeff  and  iBekki  Smith  of  Clay  Chancellor,  Stonewall, 
Acworth,  Ga.,  preaching  and  evangelist;  B.  J.  Mills,  Richton, 
singing;  Scott  Berry,  pastor.  music;  David  McNeil,  pastor. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  *  Carpet  *  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steepies 


If  you  are  SS  or  older,  see  for  yourself 
what  oppoitunities  await  you  at 
Westminster  Village. 

Call  l-80e.fM.25H  today 

Wctstininstjer  ® 


Tetephone _ 

Please  mum  $o: 


- - of  tke  MM-South 

4110  Memorial  Drive  •  P.O.  Box  S34 
Blylheville,  Arkaosat  723I64)SS4 


A  cf the 
CMiMoiilh 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


James  ''Staev^  Broarhivater 

has  been  called  as  minister  of 
youth  and  music  by  First 
Church,  Waveland,  effective 
Oct.  1 7.  Broadwater  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mississippi  Delta 
Junior  College,  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  and 
Golden  Gate  Seminary.  His 
wife  Lelane,  a  student  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary,  will  be 
working  with  him  each 
Sunday.  Talmadge  Rayborn  is 
pastor  of  First  Church. 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


-Staff  Changes 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  wor^: 


1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 


2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 
(I  repent.) 


3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


But  as  many  as  received  him^  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  ^God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 


a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


:>outnem  nuts,  jacKstm:  Mov. 
1-5;  lunch  will  be  served  flow¬ 
ing  Sunday  mofning  services; 
speakers  are  Eddie  F&milton  of 
Jackson,  Kevin  Meadors  of 
Decatur,  Rodney  Anderson  of 
HidoMy,  Dale  Rdund  of  Pulaski, 
and  Jtrfm  Bogganof  Forest;  Steve 
Tadlock,  Pe^,  ihusic;  Ralph  E. 
Buckley,  pastor. 

I 

Bay  ^rings;  (J^per):  Nov. 
1-4;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7  p.m.; 
Cliff  Estes,  Sbreveport,  La., 
evangelist;  Larry  Kermedy, 


Campers  on  Mission:  Nov. 
1-4;  Hebron  Church,  Smithdale; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  diimer  at  the 
church,  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed., 
7  P-m.;  for  more  information, 
call  Howard  Conner  at  (601) 
567-2755. 

Trinity,  Carthage:  Nov.  8-11; 
7  p.m.;  Jim  Futral,  executive 
director-treasurer,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board 
(M^B),  evangelist;  Graham 
Smith,  director.  Church  Music 
Department,  MBCB,  music;  Bill 
Stout,  pastor. 


Bttlgdfian  Baptist  pastor  to 
be  m0ed  negv  hmd  of  EBF 


KIEV, 


(ABP)  —  Baptist  leader  Theodor 

tetected.ng^ti(KiieBii:ae6»i(Buryo 
n  (EBF),  extamt  leader  Karl  Fjynz 

» rtext  falL 

lected  by  tihe  ootaiol  at  a  Sept  23-26  meet- 
|ne.  He  will  lM)iPAttatk>n's  eighth  gerterai 
first 

a  tb  thtegi0ia||il  i  and  to  this  petsoty* 

a  generaJ-secS. 

hitEttee.  Elet^ 

^  will  be  kipifed  oat  fiia 


PBBj^CIXIn  Cm  mwSm 

«ieWl5andwj|i, 


l^^tminster  Village  Residents  Know  a 
Great  Oppoitunity  When  They  See  It 

Meet  Mary  Frances  Terry. 

“H’slikeadramcomtntformt.khvmftoVkstimster 
Wage  has  relkvedim  worries  abouimamiemmct,  lam 
cart  awd  security  ht  die  place  aiihe  right  time. 

^  /  cantmliigme  a  more  wdhdeifid  miremewi  Ufestyie. " 


Everyday  more  people  are  discover- 
ing  tte  unique  and  affordable  redre- 
ment  lifestyle  being  developed  on ' 
the  grounds  of  the  former  Baker  Air 
Force  Base  in  BlytheviUe,  Arkansas. 
They  have  found  a  perfect  community 
setting  for  active  rediees  who  want 
good  neighbors  and  a  great  location 
with  services  and  amenities  to  make 
their  retirement  more  enjoyable. 


rd like n kaw more aboM iffHdabie 
'  rnidrnrnienliviiigHWnmiinster 

ViDige  of  the  Mkt-Somb. 

Q  Please  call  to  set  up  a  coitveniem  lime  for 
me  to  come  visit  Wesoninsier  Wage  cf  the 
Mid-South. 

Q  Please  send  me  more  irfotmation. 


Address 


Hardy,  Grenada:  Nov.  8-11; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Michael 
McLendon,  pastor. 

First,  Poplarville:  Nov.  1-4; 
Sunday,  hi^  attendance  day  in 
Simday  Sdriool  with  a  goal  of 
375;  11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  speakers 
each  service  will  be  Bob 
Rogers,  pastor,  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing;  Daryl  Covington, 
Poplarville,  Sunday  evening; 
Bill  Hardin,  Picayime,  Monday; 


Paul  Strahan,  Petal,  Tuesday; 
and  Terry  Ledbetter,  Pica5rune, 
Wednesaay. 

Calvary,  Braxton:  Nov.  1-4; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  S.  A. 
"Sonny"  Adkins,  director. 
Evangelism  E)epartment, 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board,  guest 
speaker;  Jeff  Wedgeworth, 
youth  minister.  Calvary 
Church,  music;  Maurice 
Bryant,  interim  pastor. 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  cf  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 

My  wife  of  ten  years  dixxrrced 
me  due  to  my  abusive  nature.  1 
am  truly  upset  about  this  atui 
wish  I  could  see  my  two  sons. 
How  can  I  win  them  back? 

If  s  never  to  late  to  win  titem 
back,  but  all  wounds  tequire 
time  to  heal.  Give  them  the  time 
they  need  to  recover  from  their 
ordeal.  While  they  are  going 
ttuough  that  process,  you  can 
show  them  that  you  have  really 
changed  —  and  remember, 
they've  heard  aU  your  apolo¬ 
gies  and  excuses.  Consistent 
cmd  genuine  actions  will  speak 
louder  dian  words.  Regarmess 
of  your  past  conduct,  your  scwis 
naturally  look  to  you  as  a  role 
model.  Children  are  incredibly 
forgiving,  but  you  must  show 
th^  mat  you  have  truly 
changed.  Support  them  and  be 
tfiere  when  mey  need  you,  but 
dcMi't  be  a  "EWsneyland  Dad,"  a 
fadier  who  buys  his  children 
everything  in  an  attempt  to  win 
back  dieir  affection.  They  can 
see  through  smoke  screens  like 
that  There  is  no  better  way  to 
show  your  family  diat  you  are  a 
chang^  man  man  to  live  the 
Christian  life.  If  you're  not  a 
Christian,  ask  a  Christian  friend 
in'  a  local  Baptet  pastor  how  to 
become  a  Christian.  If  you 
already  know  Jesus  Christ  as 
your  personal  Lord  and  Savior, 
elevate  your  relationship  wid\ 
him  to  the  level  it  should  W  and 
get  involved  in  your  church. 
Locate  (or  begin)  a  men's  Bible 
study  and  ask  them  to  hold  you 


accountable  as  you  and  your 
family  go  duou^  Bus  heahng 
process.  Taking  ^  d\ese  actirais 
will  lead  to  a  spiritual  empow¬ 
erment  you  nevCT  krtew  you 
covild  acnieve. 

My  13-year-old  daughter  is 
dating  a  17-year-old-bou,  and  they 
loant  to  go  to  his  granaparents  for 
the  weehxnd.  I  don't  feel  good 
about  this,  but  I  don't  want  tonurt 
my  daughter.  What  should  I  do? 

Go  with  your  feelings. 
Something  is  telling  you  this  is 
not  a  gcx>a  idea,  and  I  believe  it 
is  the  Holy  Spirit.  Sending  off 
two  young  people  like  that  is 
asking  for  a  compromising  sit¬ 
uation  to  develop.  Franldy,  a 
13-year-old  girl  should  not  be 
datmg  a  boy  four  years  older. 
There  is  a  power  imbalance  in 
sueb  a  relationship,  as  well  as 
vast  differences  in  desires  and 
maturity.  Your  daughter  is 
moving  tex)  fast.  At  her  age, 
she  should  be  scxdalizing  with 
groups  of  her  peers  raffier  ffian 
one  individual  who  is  so  much 
older.  Make  a  decision  about 
the  weekend  and  stick  witfi  it. 
Risk  the  hurt  now,  before  she 
winds  up  in  a  life-ciianging  sit¬ 
uation  that  will  be  regretted  by 
everyone  involved,  kiut  jc^  as 
a  Chnstian  parent  is  to  protect 
and  defend  your  children 
while  you  bring  them  up  in  the 
way  they  should  go  (Pro.  22:6). 
That's  what  your  feelings  — 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  —  are 
revealing  to  you  nght  now. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  cjo  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


M 
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'All  About  Heaven'  book  reaches  milestone 


CARTHAGE,  Miss.  (Special)  —  On 
August  13  at  the  Carthage  Healthcare 
Center  in  Carthage,  Ebenezer  Ministries, 
with  the  assistance  of  Eddie  Holmes,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Madden  Church,  Madden, 
served  nursing  home  resident  number 
10,000  with  a  personal  visit  and  a  copy  of 
the  book  "All  About  Heaven"  by  Carless 
Evans  and  Paula  Moore. 

This  nursing  home  ministry  was  started 
in  May  19%  at  the  invitation  of  Kay  Hanell, 
assistant  administrator  of  the  Sumter 
Covmty  Nursing  Home  of  York,  Ala. 

At  that  time,  the  home's  116  residents 
received  a  personal  visit  and  were  given  a 
copy  of  the  book,  "All  About  Heaven." 
Since  then,  thousands  of  residents  have 
been  served  by  giving  them  hope  for 


ull  coveKiq|€  of  tfie 
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tomorrow,  which  is  strength  for  today. 

The  ne^  is  so  great  that  retired  pastors  are 
being  secured  to  aid  in  this  ministry.  At  the 
present  time,  northwest  Mississmpi  and  the 
dty  of  Memphis  are  being  servea  by  Millard 
Swinney  of  CHive  Branch  (601-895^^3). 

David  Norris  of  Tupelo  (601-681-3174)  is 
serving  the  city  of  Tupelo  and  all  of 
Northeast  Mississippi. 

Leon  Adams  of  Hartselle,  Ala.  (205-773- 
3621)  is  serving  Huntsville,  Decatur,  and 
Hartselle,  Ala. 

Very  slowly,  other  retired  ministers  will 
be  secured  to  serve  cities  ttuoughout  the 
southecistem  portion  of  the  U.S. 

The  results  have  been  outstanding.  A 
woman  in  Jackson-was  in  the  joom  when  a 
book  was  presented  to  her  husband,  who 

- |was  incapacitated.  She  read  the 

book  to  him  and  she  requested  five 
additional  copies. 

In  \^cksburg,  a  woman  was  in 
the  room  when  her  mottier-in-law 
was  given  a  copy  of  "All  About 
Heaven."  She  saw  the  book  and 
requested  a  copy  for  herself,  say¬ 
ing,  "Two  months  ago,  my  hus¬ 
band  died.  I've  been  having  a  terri¬ 
ble  time.  I  need  to  know  something 
about  Heaven  and  eternity." 

From  another  nursing  home 
came  a  letter  from  a  man  who  said, 
_  "My  94-year-old  mother  is  about 


to  graduate  from  this  life.  Your  ministry 
has  been  sudh  a  blessing  for  us.  Can  we 
have  additional  copies  of  ttie  little  book 
'All  About  Heavenr  " 

One  nursing  home  resident  said,  "I've 
been  sitting  here  praying  because  I  know 
that  I'm  not  going  to  be  here  much  longer. 
I  wanted  somebody  to  come  and  tell  me 
about  heaven. 

"Thank  God,  that  I  not  cmly  have  some¬ 
one  to  tell  me,  but  I  have  a  book  to  read 
about  heaven." 

Another  nursing  home  resident  said,  'Tve 
been  reading  about  heaven,  and,  you  know, 
when  I  get  mere  I  wcm't  be  sick  anymore." 

Ebenezer  Ministries  was  founded  in 
1994  by  Carless  Evans  cind  Paula  Moore  of 
Meridian.  Since  then,  they  have  published 
two  books,  "All  About  Heaven"  and  "The 
Joy  of  Christian  Living." 

A  third  book  is  now  under  production 
entitled,  "The  Great  Story,"  which  deals 
with  God's  eternal  purpose  —  redemption, 
the  plan  of  the  ages  (Ephesians  3:11). 

It  is  designed  to  aid  Sunday  School 
teachers  in  having  a  better  grasp  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  theme  of  the  Bible. 

Further  informahon  about  this  ministry 
can  be  obtained  by  calling  (601)  737-2240  or 
W  fax  at  (601)  483-0406  or  by  e-mail  at 
EbenMin@aoI.com.  The  mailing  address  is: 
Ebenezer  Ministries,  P.O.  Box  45,  Bailey, 
MS  39320. 


It 's  Not  What  You  Drive. 


It's  How  You  Drive, 


Call  Your  Guidant  Insurance  Group  Representative  Today! 


BATESVILLE 


BRANDON 


BROOKHAVEN 


BRUCE 


COLUMBUS 


EUPORA 


FULTON 


HATTIESBURG 


JACKSON 


LAUREL 


LUCEOALE 


O  Gukbnt  Specialty  Mutual  Insurance  Company 
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HOME 


MENDENHAU 

.563-9343 

McMillian  Insurance  Agency. . 

. 847-1951 

MERIDIAN 

825-5050 

Sandra  Little  AgerKy. . 

. 482-8109 

825-5050 

825-505Q 

MORTON 

Tri-County  Insurance  Agency. . 

. 732-6769 

.833-0830 

NATCHEZ 

American  Insurance  of  Natchez . 

. 442-2710 

.983-6400 

OKOLONA 

Chickasaw  Insurance  Agency. . 

. 447-2409 

327-0777 

OXFORD 

Oxford  InsurarKe  AgerKy. . 

. 234-4411 

258-5381 

PEARL 

Andy  Eaton  Agency. . 

. 939-0102 

862-7646 

PETAL 

Bryan  Smith  AgerKy. . . 

. 544-8004 

.582-2118 

PONTOTOC 

Betty  Dye  AgerKy . 

. 489-0345 

Northbridge  InsurarKe . 

. 489-5641 

982-4700 

372-5554 

PRENTISS 

373-7884 

Dale  IrtsurarKe  AgerKy,  IrK . 

. 792-4219 

SOUTHHAVEN 

649-8848 

Gay  Hudson  Agerxy. . 

. 342-2034 

9 

STARKVILLE 

947-9999 

Starkville  Insurance,  Inc . 

. 323-6924 

CHUR  C 


♦ 


TUPELO 

Tina  Bailey  Agency. . 

Talmadge  Smith  AgerKy. 
Eddie  Sullivan  Agency.... 

Jon  Sullivan  Agency. . 

Fred  Watson  Agency. . 


.842-0009 

.842-9670 

.844-4065 

.842-0009 

.842-0009 


WESTPOINT 

Lyon  Insurance. 


494-5576 


WIGGINS 

Wiggins  Insurance  Agency.. 


.928-2080 


DENNIS  BASDEN,  State  Business  Director 
1490  West  Government  Street,  Suite  1 
Brandon,  MS  39042 
Ph.  601-825-5050 
Fax  601-825-7050 
E-Mail  0BasdenO.net 

SCOTT  SANDEL  Market  Manager 
1490  West  Governrrrent  Street,  Suite  1 
Brandon,  MS  39042 
Ph.  601-825-5050 
Fax  601-825-7050 
E-Mail  SsarrdelO.net 


GuidanI 

Insurance  Group 

Valuing  Customers  As  Partners 
vwvw.guidantinsurarKe.com 
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Life  and  Work 


What  does  Nehemiah  do?  diis  out 


he  wanted  letters  of 

Jerusalem,  having  estab-  This  was  distressing  news  to  safe  passage  to  die  surrounding 
lished  good  livelihoods  Nehemihh  who  wept,  prayed  provinces  and  for  ^propriate 
during  die  exile.  In  and  fasted  (l:l-lla).  Clearly  supplies  that  would  be  needed. 
Nehemiah  1:11  we  learn  Nehemiah  was  a  devoted  Jew  Nehemiah  viewed  the  king's 
^t  Nehemiah's  occupa-  who  was  not  only  dedicated  to  favorable  response  to  his  request 
don  is  that  of  serving  as  the  the  religion  of  his  ancestors;  but  as  evidence  of  God's  work, 
king's  cupbearer.  In^  cul-  his  faith  was  alive  and  vibrant.  What  does  this  mean  for  me? 
ture  of  that  day,  the  cup-  In  his  prayer,  after  praising  For  Christians,  the  call  to  salva- 
bearer,  with  dir^  access  to  God  and  asking  for  forgiveness  don  is  a  call  to  ministry.  The 
»  the  king,  was  regarded  as  of  sins,  Nehemiah  then  asks  nature  of  that  ministry  is  left  for 
an  important  and  influen-  that  God  might  use  him  and  his  the  individual  to  discover,  but 

dal  posidon.  position  with  the  king  to  assist  can  be  found  through  prayer. 

While  in  court  one  day,  nis  fellow  Jews  in  Jerusalem.  Bible  study,  and  an  exam^tion 
Nehemiah  had  the  opportunity  In  Nehaniah  2:1-3  we  see  diat  of  needs  in  the  church  and  com- 

to  hear  a  report  from  Jews  who  because  of  Nehemiah's  sad  munity.  While  we  'cannot  do  it 
had  returned  from  Jerusalem,  demeanor,  the  king  is  prompted  all'  we  can  recognize  that  God 
While  the  exact  historical  situa-  to  question  his  cupbearer.  The  has  uniquely  gifted  us  for  a  spe- 
tion  is  not  known,  it  is  clear  from  text  indicates  Nehemiah  Wtis  dfic  ministry  (see  Ephesians  4). 
Nehemiah  1:1-4  that  the  news  afraid.  Perhaps  Nehemiah's  sad-  Once  our  concerns  and  gifts 
was  not  good.  Basically  ness  angereci  die  king  or  maj^  have  been  matched,  we  can  like 
Jerusalem,  while  resettied  and  Nehemiah  was  unsure  of  how  Nehemiah,  be  bold  in  seeking  ail 
Temple  rebuilt,  was  defense-  the  king  might  respond  to  his  that  needs  to  be  acquired  in 
less  without  walls.  A  dty  without  request.  It  ^ould  be  remem-  order  to  accomplish  ^t  min- 
walls  was  a  dty  without  a  future;  bered  that  the  king  held  the  istry.  What  concerns  have  capti- 
defenseless  against  any  enemy.  If  absolute  power  of  life  and  death  vated  your  heart?  Are  you  pray- 
Ezra  4:7-23  and  7:21-26  serve  as  a  over  his  subjects.  Nehemiah,  ing  about  it?  What  is  God  Wd- 
background  to  this  report,  then  however,  prayed  and  then  bold-  ing  you  to  do? 
not  only  was  Jerusalem  ringed  ly  asked  to  be  authorized  to  Johnson  is  a  professor  in  the 
by  hosme  neighbors,  Jerusalem  rwuild  the  dty  of  his  forefathers  Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy 

was  on  its  own!  (2:4-8).  Nehemiah  had  thought  Department  at  Mississippi  College. 


Identifying  the  job 

Nehemiah  l:l-6a,  11;  2:1-8 


By  Michael  Johnson 


Explore  the  Bible 

Working  with  God's  leaders 

Exodus  17:8-13;  18:17-22 


By  Walter  M.  Blackman _ 

The  modem  pastor  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  a  captivating  preacher, 
•a  professional  counselor,— a 
financial  guru,  a  building 
expert,  a  duef  administrator, 
and  have  a  number  of  other 
abilities  as  well. 

The  path  of  leadership  is 
often  lonely  and  witiiout  help. 
No  wonder  a  recent  letter  from 
Dr.  James  Dobson  speaks  of 
80%  of  pastors  and  84%  of  tfreir 
wives  are  discouraged  in  their 
wofk.  What  is  badly  needed  in 
our  churches  are  people  willing 
to  work  witii  Gtxi's  leaders  to 
accomplish  the  task  of  winning 
the  world  to  Christ. 

Upholding  God's  leaders 
(17:8i-13)  Israd's  first  encounter 


with  an  enemy  was 
the  Amalekites.  They 
were  a  nomadic  tribe 
living  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  i^nelek  was  a 
grandson  of  Esau.  I^pite  their 
common  ancestry,  the 
Amalekites  attacked  the 
Israelites.  Moses  chose  Joshua 
to  pick  men  for  battle  and  fight 
the  Amalekites.  Joshua  obeyed 
Moses  and  led  the  Israelites 
into  battle.  Moses  stood  up  on 
top  of  a  hill  and  raised  the  rod 
of  God  for  all  the  Israelite  army 
to  see.  As  long  as  Moses'  arms 
were  raised,  the  Israelites  were 
victorious.  When  Moses'  arms 
fell  down,  the  Amalekites  pre¬ 
vailed.  Eventually,  Moses'  arms 
became  too  heavy  to  keep  up. 
His  brother  Aaron  and  Hur 


propped  Moses'  arms 
up  and  the  Israelites 
won  a  great  victory. 

Moses  was  a  spiritual 
cheerleader,  giving  guid¬ 
ance  and  direction  to  the 
battle,  but  it  required  sol¬ 
diers  and  helpers  to 
accomplish  the  victory. 
Churches  are  very  simi- 
Blackman  lar.  Pastors  are  to  be  teach¬ 
ers,  preachers,  and  equip- 
pers  of  God's  people,  but  it  takes 
men  and  women  willing  to  be 
fruit-bearing  disciples  to  win 
spiritual  victories.  When  church¬ 
es  pray  for  their  pastors,  lifting 
tiiem  up  to  tire  Lord,  helping 
them  witft  tire  work,  keying  the 
pastor  free  to  pray,  study,  and 
proclaim  the  Word  of  Goa,  then 
^iritual  enemies  can  be  put  to 
fught.  Moses  was  unable  to  do  it 
alone.  He  needed  the  help  of 
others.  God's  leaders  Ccinnot  do 
it  alorw,  they  need  the  help  of 
ery  diurch  member,  getting 
volved  in  the  Lord's  work  of 

Is 


evi 


involved  in  the  Lord's  work 
winning  people  to  Christ. 


your  pastor  raising  his  arms 
alone,  or  are  you  helping  him  by 
holding  him  up  in  prayer  and 
serving  on  the  rattleneld? 

Sharing  the  load  (18:17-22) 
The  peojSe  of  God  came  to 
Moses  for  answers  to  questions 
and  to  solve  various  difficul¬ 
ties.  Moses  listened  to  them 
from  the  morning  until  the 
evening.  Jethro,  Moses'  father- 
in-law,  saw  the  situation  and 
told  Moses  it  was  not  good  for 
him  to  carry  the  load  of  leader¬ 
ship  by  himself.  Jethro  told 
Moses  he  would  wear  himself 
out.  Jediro  gave  Moses  a  plan  of 
organization  to  give  more 
responsibility  to  others.  The 
lesser  problems  could  be  han¬ 
dled  by  leaders  of  smaller 
groups  among  God's  people. 
Moses  could  handle  the  more 
important  problems.  Such 
organization  is  the  basis  of  our 
judicial  system  today  with  less¬ 
er  courts  handling  the  smaller 
cases  and  the  larger  courts  2md 
supreme  courts  handling  the 


i 


more  important  matters. 

God's  leaders  need  to  listen 
to  Jethro's  advice  today.  The 
responsibility  of  leadership  is 
more  than  one  person  Ccin  han¬ 
dle.  The  early  church  appointed 
men  called  deacons  to  take  care 
of  the  needs  of  the  poor  and 
widows  so  the  work  of  praying 
and  preaching  would  not  be 
diminished.  Today,  man 
churches  have  committees 
handle  the  routine  matters 
the  church.  There  are  teachers 
in  Bible  Study,  Discipleship 
Training,  and  Mission  organiza- 
ticwis  to  share  the  load  or  teach¬ 
ing.  When  everyone  discovers 
and  uses  their  spiritual  gifts  in 
the  work  of  the  church,  God's 
leader  will  not  wear  out,  but 
will  be  more  effective  in  teach¬ 
ing  and  equipping  others  for 
kingdom  work.  Pastors  and 
church  members  need  to  part¬ 
ner  together  for  ministry  and 
share  me  load  of  leadership. 

Blackman  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Marion. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Bringing  correction 

Amos  6:1;  7:7-15 


By  Greg  Bowers 


In  1980,  smoke  began  to  bil¬ 
low  from  the  top  of  Mount  St. 
Helens  in  Washington.  Sie  was 
about  to  enrot  and  a  m^ive 
evacuation  eTOrt  was  launched. 
Thousands  of  people  livirg  witfi- 
in  a  20-mile  radius  were  fwcibly 
evacuated.  One  crusty  old  miner 
named  Harry  Truman  refused  to 
listen  to  the  warnings.  Friends 
and  family  members  tried  to  rea¬ 
son  with  him,  but  he  was 
adamant  in  his  refusal  to  leave. 
Mount  St  Helens  blew  her  ^ 
and  Ho^  Truman  was  buried 
under  TOO  feet  of  hardened  lava. 
There  can  be  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences  when  we  refuse  to  heed 


reasonable  warnin' 

False  security  (6:1). 

TTus  is  a  picture  of  the 
affluent  society  of 
Amos'  day  and  (Jcxl's  judgment 
against  it.  Jerusalem,  ^  capitol 
of  the  Soutiiem  Kingdom,  con¬ 
sidered  herself  inci^tructible 
because  of  her  location  at  the 
top  of  a  hill  and  because  of  her 
hcQf-hearted  relationship  with 
God.  Samaria,  the  capitoi  of  tiie 
Northern  Kingdom,  thought 
herself  indestructible  because 
she  was  populated  with  the 
most  noble  men  in  the  most 
notable  nation  in  die  region.  Her 
attitude  was:  "The  entire  region 
Icxiks  to  tfiese  men  for  guidance. 
That  should  be  enough  to  secure 


our  position  on  the 
worlcl  stage."  Both  of 
these  proud  cities  would 
eventually  fall.  Samaria 
fell  to  the  Assyrians  in 
721  B.  C.  while  Jerusalem 
(Zion)  fell  to  the 
Ba^lonians  in  586  B.  C. 

Failed  standards  (7:7- 
9).  I  knew  a  girl  in  my 
high  schcxil  who  con¬ 
stantly  claimed  that  Gcxl 
had  ^!pken  to  her  in  visions.  We 
questioned  her  sanity.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Northern  Kingdom 
probably  reacted  to  Amos  m  die 
same  way:  These  verses  are  the 
durd  of  five  visions  recorded  in 
the  b(X)k.  In  diis  one,  Amos  saw 
Ckxl  standing  by  a  wall  with  a 
plumbline,  a  carpenter's  measur¬ 
ing  device.  Goa  was  measuring 
the  commitment  of  his  people. 
Obviously,  they  did  not  measure 
up  and  Gcxl  oeclaied  his  judg¬ 
ment.  Verse  nine  indicates  dw 
scope  of  GcxI's  judgment  their 
pla^  of  worship  would  becwne 


desolate  and  their  king  would  be 
destroyed  by  die  sword.  Kings 
were  oblirated  to  represent  and 
rule  for  Gcxi  and  oring  forth 
righteousness  and  justice. 
Jeroboam  II  was  disobeclient  in 
all  of  those  arecis.  (It  is  wordi  not¬ 
ing  here  diat  visions  one  and  two 
indicate  that  God's  judgment 
was  averted  by  Amos'  ravent 
appeals.  In  this  vision  and  two 
others  that  foUow,  Amos  doesn't 
even  bodier  to  plead  for  Ckxl's 
mercy  because  he  knew  that 
judgment  was  inevitable.) 

Foolish  smugness  (7:10-13). 
Amaziah  was  a  priest  at  Bediel 
(whicdi  means  ^'the  house  of 
Cfod").  He  was  appointed  by 
1 1  suspect  that 
)r  me  kii 


King  Jeroboam  and . 
he  was  a  yes-man  for 


ne  was  a  yes-man  tor  me  kmg. 
He  approached  the  king  and  su& 
tiy  twisted  Amos'  wor&  to  make 
them  sound  like  veiled  threats 
against  the  king.  Whedier  on  the 
kmgTonteie  of  based  upon  an 
inflated  sense  of  self-importance, 
Amaziah  banished  Amos  into  the 


Southern  Kingdom  of  Judah  and 
ordered  him  not  to  preach  again 
in  Bethel.  Jeroboam  and  Amaziah 
responded  defensively  when 
ccHifronted  with  flie  trutii.  He 
would  rather  eliminate  th^  bearer 
of  bad  news  than  heed  tiie  mes- 
sa^  of  warning. 

Him  strengm  (7:14-15).  Amos 
respcxvded  to  AmaziaK'  "I  am  not 
aprofessicxial  prophet.  I'm  a  sim¬ 
ple  herdsman  and  farmer."  In 
tiiose  days  many  pec^le  traveled 
tile  country  side  claiming  to  be 
prc^hets.  More  often  tiian  not 
they  were  charlatans  and  huck¬ 
sters.  Amos  distanced  himself 
from  them.  In  verse  15,  he  told 
Amaziah  tiiat  his  calling  as  a 
prophet  wasn't  based  iipoti  per¬ 
sonal  initiative.  Cfod  took  nim 
and  commissioned  him  as  a 
rophet.  That  confldence  1^ 
t  millions  of 

f 


Indimola. 


is  pastor  of  First  Church, 


momentum 


'Qiristian  country'  music 


Whatever  takes  place,  "M<^  Ch 
Southern  Baptists  will  play  a  Christiarts," 
key  role,  saia  Johnson,  a  mem-  member 
ber  of  Crievewood  Church  in  Ridgecrest  E 
Nashville.  want  to  do  s 

Among  Southern  Baptists  pie  who  like 
who  spoke  at  the  meeting:  are  unchurcl 

•  Larry  Dunlap,  a  song-  interject  po 
help  writer  and  pastor  of  Grace  the  program 
Church,  Pleasant  View,  Tenn.,  years  as  a  pa 
who  1^  the  devotional.  He  as  an  evang* 
drew  his  message  on  breaking  ^t  God  v 
down  walls  tom  Joshua  6.  into  a  new  c 

"The  walls  are  things  that  Ltespite 

keep  Christian  country  from  Christian  cc 
being  all  we  can  be,"  said  enced  lateb 
Dunuip,  who  co-wrote  the  #1  believes  it  h 
tune,  Is  There."  promise  s 

"It's  an  Christian  m 
instrument  "We've  g 

#  A  ^  of  min-  ally]  sync 
i  s  t  r  y .  country  pi 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
He  once  traveled  die  world, 
earning  a  seminary  degree, 
working  as  a  newspaper 
reporter  and  servii«  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Banglad^i. 

But  Daniel  Johnson  recog¬ 
nizes  his  biggest  challenge  lies 
ahead  of  him.  He  hopes  to  ^  ‘'7 
jump  start  Christian  country 
music,  an  industry  trying  to 
leeioup  after  various  setbacks. 


Whether  we 
have  a  chart  or  not,  or  gold 
records,  doesn't  matter.  It  s  a 
tool  to  reach  people  who  won't 
listen  to  Southern  gospel 
[music]  or  go  to  church.' 

•  Fred  Mcher  of  Dothan, 
Ala.,  a  radio  station  ad  sales¬ 
man  who  hosts  "Sunday 
Coimtry,"  a  five-hour  inspira¬ 
tional  radio  show  and,  now,  a 
television  version.  He  spoke 
about  how  stations  can  profit 
tom  a  Christian  coimtry  for¬ 
mat,  noting  that  "Sunday 
Country"  topped  its  regions 
Arbitron  radio  ratings  for 
everv  aee  eroup  in  its  time  slot 
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FTNW  WXH  VAQORZ 
AIKZ  WXR  SKQO,  TZO  XR 
NXTSS  NANWTDZ  WXRR: 
XR  NXTSS  ZRCRQ  NAJJRQ 
WXR  QDBXWRKAN  WK 
VR  PKCRO. 

INTSP  |DJWH-)DCR: 
WGRZWH-WCK 


Clue:  fC=  O 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  lohn  Six  Forty-Four. 
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